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Gukesh is youngest
world chess champ

The 18-year-old from Chennai beats Ding Liren of China in the final game;

breaks the record held by Russian Garry Kasparov for nearly 4 decades

[Pcs

P.K. Ajith Kumar
SINGAPORE

istory was made in
l-l the small island of
Sentosa here on

Thursday, as D. Gukesh be-
came the youngest world
chess champion after de-
feating Ding Liren of China
in the final game of their
match. The 18-year-old
from Chennai broke the re-
cord held by the Russian
Garry Kasparov for nearly
four decades.

With his victory against
the defending champion,
which came after 58
moves, Gukesh took his
points tally to 7.5. That was
the requirement for a
player to win the World tit-
le. The game was heading
towards a draw in fact, un-
til Ding made a fatal error
on the 55th move with his
rook. There was no coming

-

back for the Chinese
Grandmaster after that.

This was the first-ever
World championship
match contested by two
Asian players.

Gukesh is only the third
Asian to win the World
championship. Viswanath-
an Anand, who is now a

: r-‘ T
On top of the world: D. Gukesh reacts after beating China’s Ding
Liren at the FIDE World Chess Championship in Singapore. PTI

mentor for Gukesh, was
the first, and Ding the
second.
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e AR AT faeT e A 9
e The victory against the defending champion, Ding Liren, came after 58 moves.
BHET IR B ke & [arw I8 Sha 58 amet & a1 |
e Gukesh's points tally reached 7.5, the requirement for winning the World title.
IR T 3R 7.5 T TgT AN, SN g f@ama Sfiaet & forw 3maeas ol

. The game was headlng towards a draw until Ding made a fatal error on the 55th move
with his rook.

Ig WA STHT 3T g6 I@T AT, I 397 o J9et 554t a1l & grdsh areleit FI|

e This was the first-ever World championship match contested by two Asian players.
Ig Ygell IR AT 519 favg ARTARIT & fov aY g @enf3at & gereer far)

e Gukesh became the third Asian to win the World championship.
T3 fRg AR Siica arel ey R Bard 5=

e Viswanathan Anand, now a mentor for Gukesh, was the first Asian to win the title,

followed by Ding Liren.
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Gukesh is youngest
world chess champ

IR g FaH Far faeg
ralsT AT

The 18-year-old from Chennai
defeated Ding Liren of China
in the final game, breaking the
record held by Russian Garry
Kasparov for nearly four
decades.

Aeats & 18 T aFHer oF +fieT
& 3 foReT ) Bisad AT
gUT 3 R g2 a9 &
I FERT @RT T4 JT
R # diz f==m

. History was made in Sentosa, a
small island, as D. Gukesh became the
youngest world chess champion.

Herar gda W sfdera T@r [, 59 9

fregarye 3mee, S 3T TH & ARCLE 8, 56 WA B S arel gge virard
@emd &, 3tk 37 a1 8o foRe & a8 ae Shar
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Union Cabinet approves
Bills on simultaneous polls

GS Paper IlI: Election in
Parliamentary System

Move paves way

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved two
Bills related to the imple-
mentation of simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha
and the Assemblies, paving
the way to introduce the
draft legislation in Parlia-
ment in the ongoing Winter
Session.

One of the Bills is to
amend the Constitution to
implement simultaneous
elections, while the other is
to amend provisions in laws
dealing with Union Territo-
ries that have Legislative As-
semblies to align their
terms with other Legislative
Assemblies.

The development
evoked sharp responses
from the Chief Ministers of
Tamil Nadu and West Ben-
gal, who called the draft
Bills “an attack on democra-
cy and federalism”.

No official announce-
ment has been made so far,
but sources said the Bills
would be referred to a joint

to introduce draft
legislation in the
House. No official
announcement has
been made so far

committee of Parliament,
once they are introduced in
the House.

For now, the Cabinet has
given its approval to the
draft legislation for simulta-
neous polls to the Lok Sab-
ha and Legislative Assem-
blies. The Constitution
amendment Bill to hold si-
multaneous polls will not
require to be ratified by at
least 50% of the States, the
sources added. A high-level
committee, headed by
former President Ram Nath
Kovind, had also recom-
mended holding simultane-
ous polls to municipalities
and panchayats, but the Ca-
binet has decided not to get
into the issue of synchronis-
ing local body polls. This
would have not only re-
quired a Constitution

amendment, to insert a new
Article 324A, but also ratifi-
cation by half the
Assemblies.

Taking to the social me-
dia platform X, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
said, “This impractical and
anti-democratic move will
erase regional voices, erode
federalism, and disrupt go-
vernance. Rise up #INDIA!
Let us resist this attack on
Indian democracy with all
our strength!”

In a separate X post,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee called it
“an authoritarian imposi-
tion designed to undermine
India’s democracy and fed-
eral structure”.

“Our MPs will oppose
this draconian legislation
tooth and nail in Parlia-
ment. Bengal will NEVER
bow to Delhi’s dictatorial
whims. This fight is about
saving India’s democracy
from the clutches of autoc-
racy!” she added.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 16
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Union Cabinet approves
Bills on simultaneous
polls

TT ARAST F THATT
Temal 9 et @ A
&

On Thursday, the Union Cabinet
approved two Bills related to
the implementation of
simultaneous elections to the
Lok Sabha and the Assemblies,
paving the way to introduce the
draft legislation in Parliament
during the ongoing Winter
Session.

AR I WG ARAST o
drwaeT R Reaeawenat &
THATY AF aF] A § Fafea

ar faelt & Al &Y, 9Hd 378 wue & fidwrellsr @7 # qU F& F

JEAT

|E B I

One of the Bills seeks to amend the Constitution to implement simultaneous elections,
while the other aims to amend provisions in laws dealing with Union Territories that
have Legislative Assemblies, aligning their terms with other Assemblies.

S8 A T ool WlAUTT & FAeT 7 THATY FATal T o9 HEA T Il HIcT g,
Stafer qERr el 37 @ avat i Ryurerwemat & af™ & 3w Aueaenst & @y
W F F AT FlefeAl F AU T Jraered Fa gl

The development drew sharp responses from the Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal, who termed the draft Bills as "an attack on democracy and

federalism".

38 TCAshA W affieang 3R aRaH darne & FEgAREGr & el gfafkar &, Segia
3oT foell Y "dhad 3R TEag W gxHar =R e

No official announcement has been made yet, but sources said the Bills would be
referred to a joint committee of Parliament once introduced in the House.
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3l g g AR ivon J87 & a8 8, Afeet Gl &1 Fgewr & fF 3o foalt
ool H U H& & oG qHG T @gFd @AY A FAaw Sreem

o The Cabinet has given approval to the draft legislation for simultaneous polls to the
Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies.

ARFHS o AFEHT 3N AUAHHIHT & CHATY A & AU Adler OIS oA &
ar gl

e The Constitution amendment Bill for simultaneous polls will not require ratification by
at least 50% of the States, according to sources.

AT & 3TN, THATY Toltal & e afaurer weles e &1 500% Tsat § #eplr A
TaRIHT AgT g

e A high-level committee, headed by former President Ram Nath Kovind,
recommended holding simultaneous polls to municipalities and panchayats, but the
Cabinet has decided not to pursue this issue.

Q& TSCUT T AT Fdg T 3egeTdr arelr 3w Fa0a afRfa 3 aor wifewsi sk
Taral A o THATY AT A A G d Y, dfhe AfYFHS A 36 Heg @ e
T Jort &1 AT form|

¢ Synchronizing local body polls would require a Constitution amendment to insert a
new Article 324A and ratification by half the Assembilies.

AN TR FATal I THATT A & fov Ffemer 7 Feeer o e 324A
Sirset 3N 3meft faerrerwemad & A v 3raRIHAT Bl

o Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, on social media platform X, called the move
“impractical and anti-democratic”, stating it would erase regional voices, erode
federalism, and disrupt governance.

dffiearg ¥ FEaw .. T A TFE W g8 " HegaeiE HR Ay e
R AT 3R Fgr & Ig T AaE F WA, FUdIE T FAGAR 31X ATHT &Y
I |

e West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, also on X, described it as an
“authoritarian imposition” that undermines India’s democracy and federal
structure.

qfRaH daTe A FEIHA AAAT qetoil o o TFH W "ACTRME Gga SIAT T, S
HRE & diFad 3 W S F FAAN T ¢

e Mamata Banerjee added, “Our MPs will oppose this draconian legislation tooth and
nail in Parliament. Bengal will NEVER bow to Delhi’s dictatorial whims.”

HA Feloil o gl, "AN AHG SH FOR Fefed hT HHe A qU dlehd & TaUer 3|
qarer 3l ot el hr ararerdY geoTat & wEA FE gl
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Apex court freezes suits on
claims over places of worship

|GS Paper I: Communalism |

|GS Paper Il: Rights of Minorities |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday barred civil
courts from registering
fresh suits or passing or-
ders in pending cases seek-
ing to “reclaim” temples

destroyed by Mughal
“invaders”.
A Special Bench headed

by Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna passed the
freeze order while agreeing
to hear petitions question-
ing the validity of the Plac-
es of Worship Act 0of 1991, a
Central law that preserves
the character of religious
places as they existed on
August 15, 1947.

The Chief Justice said
the bar on civil courts
would include any orders
to survey the shrines. At
present, 18 suits concern-

Aview of the Shahi Idgah Masjid
at Mathura, U.P. FILE PHOTO

ing 10 shrines are pending
in various civil courts.
“Civil courts cannot run
a race with the Supreme
Court. It is as simple as
that,” said Justice K.V. Vis-
wanathan, a member of the
Bench, addressing the Un-
ion government and the
petitioners who have chal-

lenged the validity of the
Act.

The Bench directed that
local courts must neither
register fresh suits nor un-
dertake any proceedings
on them until further or-
ders from the Supreme
Court. “Further, we direct
that in pending suits,
courts will not pass any ef-
fective interim or final or-
ders,” Chief Justice Khanna
said, dictating the order in
a crowded courtroom.

The Chief Justice’s dicta-
tion was repeatedly inter-
rupted by the petitioners
who had challenged the
1991 Act. They urged the
court not to freeze pro-
ceedings in the local courts
without first hearing their
plea.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 16
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Apex court freezes
suits on claims
over places of
worship

Gl Fle A Talt
Tyl W gEl &
HFCAl F P
frar

The Supreme Court on
Thursday barred civil
courts from registering
fresh suits or passing
orders in pending cases
seeking to “reclaim”
temples destroyed by
Mughal invaders.

AR F A I

R seredl # 9T FHeH oo FA 1 AT AHE F ew o @

UF T, S AT ITFACIHINGT @RI 7ve AR Y "a9w I @
we&fd ¢l
e A Special Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna, passed the freeze
order while agreeing to hear petitions questioning the validity of the Places of Worship

Act of 1991, which preserves the character of religious places as they existed on
August 15, 1947.

T & FET ~ARTRr Folla Goell 1 ITETETAT arell Toh fay 9o o7 1991 & @i
et & AfAfATe f dudr W Farel 331 drell AfARBT H FoAdt W FAf ST
guugmmarqﬁa%m,ﬁwmlguﬁaﬁama:aﬁaaﬁw

G T IIGET HIT B
e The Chief Justice stated that the bar on civil courts includes any orders to survey the
shrines. Currently, 18 suits concerning 10 shrines are pending in various civil courts.

qEY ~Arreiier o el & i seredt X A # AfRY F qdarord newr of
A g1 THAE 7 10 AR & Faftra 18 FwveH afdewr @fder srererdt 7 w@ifea g
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Justice K.V. Viswanathan, a member of the Bench, remarked that “civil courts cannot
run a race with the Supreme Court,” addressing the Union government and petitioners
challenging the Act’s validity.

s & Hedd =i #.4Y. feagarys 3 wer, “@fde sered gie HiE & ag

gfereqel 7t X Fehcll," I fevaolt &g war 3R sfafags & duar a1 geld &
arel TRASRAIN F FNAT A gT A
The Bench directed local courts to neither register fresh suits nor undertake
proceedings on them until further orders from the Supreme Court.

dIs & T Jererd @ e G 6 3 giie FIC & 30Te ST aF AT JHed
gof @ FX AR 7 & AT gorars w

In pending suits, courts were instructed not to pass any effective interim or final

orders, as dictated by Chief Justice Khanna in a crowded courtroom.
dfea Al F, 3ererdl r [Aéer f&ar = F 3 FIS worrdy 3iaRer ar 3ifae meer
ae & Y, ST 6 e Sy Teelr o U sisaTs are SIEwA W o3ey &

Petitioners challenging the 1991 Act repeatedly interrupted the Chief Justice, urging the
court not to freeze proceedings in local courts without first hearing their plea.

1991 & fafags 1 YAl & arel AR & TR-GR HET ~arreher i aiftd
forar 3R 3eTera @ 3dier A o 3ol AT G ST T Jrererdt 7 SR

FT RISl T F|

Runaway tigress from Odisha puts officials on alert across W.B., Jharkhand

Three-year-old Zeenat first wandered into neighbouring Jharkhand; she was last spotted at a location 20 km from both Odisha and West Bengal

|GS Paper lli: Environment|

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

three-year-old
A tigress translocated
from Maharashtra

to Odisha’s Similipal Tiger
Reserve (STR) last month is
keeping the forest officials
of three States on their
toes. Defying State
boundaries and
conservation plans, the
tigress, Zeenat, first
wandered into
neighbouring Jharkhand
and is now likely headed to
West Bengal — last spotted
at a location 20 km from
both Odisha and West
Bengal.

The Odisha government
has initiated an inter-State

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

coordination with
Jharkhand to bring back
Zeenat, who was brought
from Tadoba-Andhari Tiger
Reserve in Maharashtra on
November 14 to boost the
genetic diversity of the big
cat population in Similipal.
However, officials may soon

Zeenat is in the process of establishing her territory, officials said.

have to extend their efforts
to collaborate with West
Bengal, where forest
officers have been put on
high alert, with Zeenat
already near the Bengal
border, close to Jhargram.
Jhargram Divisional Forest
Officer Umar Imam said

that he is in constant touch
with his counterparts in
Jharkhand.

“There is no reason to
panic as we have taken all
precautionary measures to
handle any emergency
situation. Our tracking
team has been put on
alert,” Mr. Imam said,
adding that there is no
additional alert for tourists
in the area though he asked
no one to “venture out into
the forest after sunset”.

Zeenat was released into
the wild in Odisha after 10
days of acclimatisation in
the core area of Similipal
North on November 24.
The wandering tigress was
in the process of
establishing her territory,

officials said.

“She was traced 35 km
from Similipal and 20 km
from the State border. It
was tracked in the Chakulia
range under the
Jamshedpur forest division
of Jharkhand. Efforts are
under way to ensure the
tigress does not move
further deep and instead
returns to STR. We are
closely coordinating with
our counterparts in
Jharkhand to achieve this,”
Regional Chief Conservator
of Forests (RCCF),
Baripada, and Field
Director of STR, Prakash
Chand Gogineni informed.

Forest Department
officials in Odisha kept
track of Zeenat’s

movements, as the tigress
was fitted with a radio
collar capable of
transmitting satellite signals
to pinpoint her location,
along with emitting VHF
signals. A dedicated
tracking team from Odisha,
supported by field staff
from the Jharkhand forest
department, is monitoring
her closely.

When asked if the
department would resort
to tranquillisation in the
event of its failure to bring
the tigress back naturally,
Mr. Gogineni said the
decision would be taken at
a higher level.

(With inputs from
Shrabana Chatterjee in West
Bengal)

Runaway tigress from Odisha puts officials on alert
across W.B., Jharkhand
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Mfeem ¥ HEh I o 9fgH e IR sIREs #&
FfFIRAT 1 gaw Far

A three-year-old tigress, named Zeenat, translocated from
Maharashtra to Odisha’s Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR), is creating
challenges for officials in three states.

AERTSe ¥ A3 F ARG erzar Red (STR) & TyEEala $r a§
e Frer i aIfee Sfera die Tsat & fUeRar & Qe gHld a9 5%
gl

e Zeenat first wandered into Jharkhand and is now likely headed to West Bengal, last
spotted 20 km from both Odisha and West Bengal.

T Uge SIRES # oew ¢ 3 39 aiRad
AT T 3T 96 W §; 39 el Ir sifee
3R afRes Femer & 20 Rt qr d@n o A

e The Odisha government has initiated inter-
state coordination with Jharkhand to bring
back Zeenat.

Sl &l a9y el & [T 3ifser aaR
SIRES & Y HR-UAT FA-aT Y& fham g

e Zeenat was brought from Tadoba-Andhari Tiger

Reserve in Maharashtra on November 14 to
improve genetic diversity in Similipal.

ST T 14 AdER I AGRISE o ATSIET-3TRY
eR Rea & fAfadrer & 3meafis fafaerar
gelel & forw omar I an|

o West Bengal forest officials have been alerted
as Zeenat was spotted near the Bengal border,
close to Jhargram.

Sl &I §9lTel AT & U, FIRATH & e
3@ IT & 39 W URAH Fane F g wfOwRAT o FAr

o Jhargram Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Umar Imam stated that precautionary

measures have been taken, and tourists are advised not to venture into forests after
sunset.
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IR Bdieaa vR¥e IBET (DFO)
3 SHTH o gl b TEiaIrd seH 3o10
M0 § 3R eHl H AR F d1G Sore 7
ST & FAT fohar = g

Jim Corbett

e Zeenat was released into the wild on - st

November 24 after 10 days of
acclimatisation in Similipal’s core area.

A & 24 AT H AU & HR a7 ww;:\
# 10 Rt & eTgeral & dTC ST A BT m*w«j E
ETqu e beares Salpur

o The tigress, while establishing her territory,
was tracked 35 km from Similipal and 20

km from the State border. = P sot-stansat
ﬂ q ﬂ m E 1ﬁ m_ §_Q_ Ta ﬁ v Indravati
RAfafeare @ 35 st 3k o= dar & 20 . o ok N,
« Efforts are underway to prevent Zeenat from s “i? st
moving deeper and ensure her return to waomts) S T

STR_ A il u = Kalakkad Mundanthurai
AT TS H S F Aot 3R 3D
STRH Ty ol & 9arg v o1 w® &

e Zeenat’'s movements are being tracked using a radio collar that transmits satellite
signals and emits VHF signals.

Siead &1 afafafaat FrifgA Freaw s AregT T T Far o @I §, 5 dedse Read
3R VHF fReae yaia $ar gl

e A dedicated tracking team from Odisha, supported by Jharkhand forest staff, is closely
monitoring her movements.

N3 Hr gAfda P a7, sIREs F a1 e F FRAT & Ty, IFH

Ffafafal W Fid [FerE @ W 2

e On the possibility of tranquilisation, the Field Director of STR, Prakash Chand
Gogineni, mentioned that any such decision would be made at a higher level.

afe 9B F A 3MaRTHRAT g5 o AT eIR Rerd & dies s g
e M o7 gr 7 & Ao 3wg TR W) o seem|
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8 migrant workers stripped, paraded for
‘misbehaving’ with woman in Odisha

Ethics, Essay

Press Trust of India
ROURKELA

Eight Bengali-speaking mi-
grant workers were on
Thursday reportedly
stripped and paraded on a
road with their hands tied
for allegedly attempting to
outrage the modesty of a
local woman in Odisha’s
Sundergarh town, police
said.

The police said local re-
sidents thrashed and pa-
raded the workers bet-
ween 8.30 a.m. and 9 a.m.
The victims hail from West
Bengal’s Murshidabad dis-
trict and were working as
masons in the town.

“We have registered two
cases: one against 10 per-
sons for stripping, thrash-
ing, and parading the
workers, and another

based on the woman’s
complaint against one of
the workers,” DIG Rourkela
Brijesh Rai said.

In her complaint, the
woman claimed that one of
the workers attempted to
outrage her modesty on
Wednesday. When news of
the incident spread, local
residents attacked the
house where the workers
were staying, police said.

8 Migrant Workers Stripped, Paraded for
‘Misbehaving’ with Woman in Odisha

anfsem & AfgeT F WY ‘Gedaew & AT 8 yardfy HfAFI
$I A3 FI U TS TF

Eight Bengali-speaking migrant workers were stripped and paraded
on aroad for allegedly attempting to outrage the modesty of a local

woman in Odisha’s Sundergarh town, police said.

TS FATT-HTH YAy SfRAPT F 797 T USH W WS FAS TS FIifh
3eela HAT dR W AP F Yewre W F vh TUEy Afger A ofter
T FL B FIfAA Fr A, gfew F Fl

e The police stated that local residents thrashed and paraded the workers between

8:30 a.m. and 9 a.m.

gieE o gl & T faarfdal a gag 8:30 9o & 9 war F &g AfAw & der 3R

RS TS|

e The victims were from Murshidabad district in West Bengal and were working as

masons in the town.
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A3 aftesr qomer & ARG B @ & 3R @@ A TSHER S 77 F 77 W @
q

o Police registered two cases: one against 10 persons for stripping, thrashing, and
parading the workers, and another based on the woman’s complaint against one of the
workers.

gieg o & AT gof U Toh 10 safFaal & f@omd i@ & doe ), dieat 3R
WE Fe H IR qET Al T RpId W T AT7F & W&ol |

e In her complaint, the woman claimed that one of the workers attempted to outrage
her modesty on Wednesday.

3oel v &, Afgen & arar fhar & geran # e 4fdF F 3gh i s F=
1 ifarer $|

o After news of the incident spread, local residents attacked the house where the
workers were staying, police said.

geal T X holel & 91¢, TN Aafdal F 39 )X ) AT fFar ser sifas ®
W® &, gfed o Fa
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CAG report flags violations, lapses in
enforcement of T.N. CRZ notification

In a report tabled in the State Assembly recently, it has flagged issues ranging from delays in preparing crucial maps to

unauthorised constructions. The CAG also highlighted irregularities in granting Coastal Regulation Zone clearances

|GS Paper Ill: Disaster Management |

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Comptroller and
TAuditor General
(CAG) of India has

highlighted significant de-
lays, violations, and lapses
in the enforcement of the
Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) Notification, 2011, in
Tamil Nadu.

In a report tabled in the
Assembly recently, the CAG
flagged issues ranging from
delays in preparing crucial
maps to unauthorised con-
structions and improper
delegations of authority. It
criticised the Tamil Nadu
State Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Authority
(TNSCZMA) for delegating
its responsibilities to local
planning authorities and
District Coastal Zone Man-
agement Authorities, in
violation of the 2011
notification.

From 2015 to 2022, the
TNSCZMA directly ap-
proved 114 out of 175 pro-
jects without recommend-
ing them to the Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change or the State
Environmental Impact As-
sessment Authority, among
others, compromising the
scrutiny process.

The CAG criticised the T.N. State Coastal Zone Management Authority for delegating its responsibilities

to local authorities and District Coastal Zone Management Authorities. FILE PHOTO

According to the 2011
CRZ Notification, local-le-
vel Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Plans (CZMP) were
essential in monitoring and
enforcing coastal regula-
tions. However, despite the
State government approv-
ing the preparation of lo-
cal-level maps in 2017, the
project faced a 30-month
delay, and was completed
only in mid-2022. This de-
lay left the local authorities
unable to enforce regula-
tions, resulting in instances
of unauthorised construc-
tion on CRZ areas.

The report also flagged
irregularities in granting
CRZ clearances. As many

as 23 projects involving ef-
fluent discharge were ap-
proved without obtaining
mandatory No-Objection
Certificates from the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control
Board. There were also sev-
eral violations in CRZ
areas, including the un-
authorised construction of
a bridge at Nemmeli in
Chengalpattu, a beach re-
sort at Koovathur in Chen-
galpattu, and two cold stor-
age units in
Kanniyakumari.

The audit revealed in-
adequate surveillance of
CRZ areas by the
TNSCZMA, as required un-
der the 2011 notification.

Despite  requests, the
TNSCZMA did not provide
CZMP shape files, prompt-
ing the CAG to use Google
Earth imagery. Through
this, 90 unauthorised con-
structions were identified
in the No Development

Zone across Chennai,
Chengalpattu, and
Thoothukudi.

‘Lacked resources’

The TNSCZMA, relying on
the Department of Envi-
ronment’s workforce,
lacked dedicated resources
for effective monitoring,
the CAG noted. Several vio-
lations, including construc-
tion of beach houses on the

East Coast Road, had es-
caped detection. The re-
ported also flagged the lack
of local community repre-
sentatives in District-level
Coastal Authority, despite
being mandated under the
notification.

In response, the govern-
ment said that it had issued
instructions to address
these issues, and began re-
constituting the DCZMAs.
However, the audit deemed
the government’s explana-
tions unsatisfactory, and
called for stricter adhe-
rence to the CRZ provisions
and better use of technolo-
gy to identify and penalise
violations.

‘Issues addressed’

Rahul Nadh, the member
secretary of TNSCZMA and
Director of the Department
of Environment, told The
Hindu that many issues
highlighted in the CAG re-
port had been addressed
over the past six months.
While surveillance re-
mained a challenge, efforts
were under way to improve
monitoring through satel-
lite images. The local CZMP
maps are nearly complete,
he said, adding that the
draft CZMP maps would be
released within a month.

CAG Report Flags Violations, Lapses in Enforcement
of T.N. CRZ Notification

affersiis CRZ 3A|ET & yaaa # Jeeua AR @nfaa)

9T CAG RO & ea 3mhfda frar
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The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India highlighted
significant delays, violations, and lapses in the enforcement of the
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification, 2011, in Tamil Nadu.

IRa & fagas 3 Agrerar e (CAG) A affees & ad Rfawse
8 (CRZ) HfOeEaT, 2011 & yads # AedqVl &Y, Ioaws, 3R @ifaat
FI 3R fFaT

e Inits report tabled in the Assembly recently, the CAG flagged issues such as delays in
preparing crucial maps, unauthorised constructions, and improper delegation of
authority.

grel &1 7 faureas # ydd 39l ROE &, CAG & Ageaqol 7« IR & 7 &,
Ieftga faavor, 3 wfteRor & egfRa gvarerRor S Heal S 3SR R
e The Tamil Nadu State Coastal Zone Management Authority (TNSCZMA) was

criticised for delegating its responsibilities to local planning authorities and District
Coastal Zone Management Authorities, violating the 2011 notification.

aAfAeeTg ToT T &F T TRSIOr (TNSCZMA) &I 3(9et ToFAeiRal =1 sumia
QST gt 3R fSeT adT 8T yeue Wit #r divs F AT 3reesr fr s,

ST 2011 < Jf&EET H7 SeEe ATl

o Between 2015 and 2022, the TNSCZMA directly approved 114 out of 175 projects
without recommending them to the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate
Change or the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

2015 & 2022 & 1<, TNSCZMA & 175 qR&ermait & & 114 &1 @ #dr &, o
3¢ TATERoT, g AR Seary aRader AAET A7 AT IGO0 YT Fedihe TIfeaor
@l A

e The 2011 CRZ Notification mandated local-level Coastal Zone Management Plans
(CZMP) for monitoring regulations. Despite State government approval in 2017, the
maps were delayed by 30 months and completed only in mid-2022.

2011 A CRZ HfagEaT o AT T RGN & o Tl ¥ & T 87 gaue
ST (CZMP) &1 3T ehcll IWT| 2017 H T TSR ¢@RT FApid & STag, AFT
30 FEA SN | 2022 & AT H R EUI

e The delays hindered local authorities, resulting in unauthorised constructions in CRZ

areas.
50 &0 & FHROT TR IRFIRAT F STUT 30w g3, fSER CRZ & # Iaftrpa
fsfor gam|

e 23 projects involving effluent discharge were approved without obtaining mandatory
No-Objection Certificates (NOCs) from the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

23 aRANST131 1 gaTe fAdes & v gl & a1, e affrererg gguwor faz=or €4

37T A YA (NOC) ured fhu|

e Violations included the unauthorised construction of a bridge at Nemmeli, a beach
resort at Koovathur, and two cold storage units in Kanniyakumari.
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Seoitiell A AR H Th I, FAY H T a7 RAE, 3R FoAFAN 7 27 Flos TR
SehTSdl 1 AATOFa AT A B
The TNSCZMA's surveillance of CRZ areas was found inadequate. The CAG used

Google Earth imagery, identifying 90 unauthorised constructions in the No
Development Zone across Chennai, Chengalpattu, and Thoothukudi.

TNSCZMA &I CRZ &131 &I IRl 39cd 91§ 95| CAG of Iarer 318 A ol
39T T 3R Aeers, Wradeg, AR gEFA A A Sqerwic e A 90 IfFa fawtor

$r ggdre &
The TNSCZMA lacked dedicated resources for monitoring and relied on the Department
of Environment’s workforce.

TNSCZMA & 98 AIRE & forr gafda gamee 78 & 3R I8 gataver R{smr &
Friger 9T IR 27|

Local community representatives, mandated under the notification, were missing in
District-level Coastal Authority.

ARG & g ITaTF T FH JAfAfT orer FR & adr wfewwor &
I J|

The government responded by issuing instructions and reconstituting the DCZMASs.
However, the CAG deemed these measures unsatisfactory.

TWHR o fAder SR AT DCZMA & YefeTael T 3a) 2T gTeliteh, CAG & geT 34Tl
3 HATYSIeTh AT

Member Secretary Rahul Nadh stated that many issues have been addressed in the
past six months, with efforts underway to improve monitoring using satellite images.

e TiT Tgel AU A Fgl 6 Uoel BF AL 7 3 FHgal 1 FAT fhar I g,
3R 39rE SAS T ITANT Feh ARG FURA & 9T I T &

Draft CZMP maps are nearly complete and will be released within a month.

SIFE CZMP el ST R 81 gob & 3R Tk ALl & e oIy fohw amear|

Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)

The Coastal Regulation Zone Notification was first issued in February 1991 by
the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) under Section 3 of the Environment
Protection Act, 1986.

JATaoT GReToT fAfaTe, 1986 i &RT 3 & dgd Wal 1991 H Ugell gR 9JTaIoT
3R g HAe I (MoEF) garr aérT fafeas st & sfagesr sy &t o1$ o

This notification was issued to regulate activities in coastal areas to protect the fragile
ecosystem.

Ig AfRgEen ad &t 7 afafaftet i e 3R aae aRkiEfad
1 T F T S & 7 o

Definition of Coastal Regulation Zone
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e The Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) includes:
o Coastal land up to 500 meters from the High Tide Line (HTL).
o A stage of 100 meters along banks of creeks, lagoons, estuaries,
backwater, and rivers subject to tidal fluctuations.

g fafaaae &7 (CRz) 7 enfder §:

o 3T TR @I (HTL) & 500 HieX T &l g -8

o TAR & YT arel &Hl & Wifsal, A, Hglel, dehdiey iR Al & fhay
100 H1eX A FT &7 |

Categories of CRZ (1991 Notification)

e The coastal areas were divided into four categories under the 1991 notification:
1991 T ITRAFTT & g derd & TR Aforar & fqeiera fohar

e CRZ-1:
o Ecologically sensitive areas essential for maintaining the ecosystem.
o Includes land between low and high tide lines.
o Permitted activities: Exploration of natural gas and extraction of salt.

o URfEATAF 9 T Facaefer &7, s gRfEafadr a3 sav W & fov
3MaTH gl
o foeT 3R 3= Far W@t & & #7187 A gl

o Edipa FATATRIAT: repfceh I T I=awor HR FHF H1 forsehior|

e CRZ-2:
o Urban areas located in the coastal zones.
o Under the CRZ Notification 2018, floor space index norms were unfrozen to
allow development.

o U & S A &E A FUA g
o 2018 %I CRZ g & T8, Fellk TIH 3FH HIeles! l faehrd

AT & forw gerar I

e CRZ3:
o Rural and urban areas outside CRZ-1 and CRZ-2.
o Activities related to agriculture and public facilities are allowed.

o AT IR e & S CRZ-1 3R CRZ-2 & & &
o alfﬁ' 3R gaefas Floia?.]lﬁ o &g afafafear Wq E.ﬂ
e CRZ-4:
o Covers aquatic areas up to territorial waters (12 nautical miles).

o Fishing and allied activities permitted.
o Solid waste disposal is prohibited.
@)

&G STel (12 FHAT Hel) b AT SFTAGT ATAST HcTl g
Ao TS 3R FERd afafaftat #r et g
o o 3mafise & fAger ARy gl

O
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Coastal Regulation Zone Notification 2019

o The CRZ Notification 2019 replaced the 2011 notification to promote sustainable
development in coastal regions while addressing climate change and rising sea levels.

2019 #1 CRZ g & 2011 &I g i Ffaeaiad fhar 3R Seoay
IRade AR THg & TR A JEfT A LI # @A gU TAT & 7 qdd e
erar fea|

Key Features:

AEY fAAvar:

e Changes in CRZ-Ill (Rural Areas):
o CRZ-Ill was divided into:
= CRZ-1lIA: Areas with population density above 2,161 persons per sq.
km (NDZ reduced to 50 meters from HTL).
» CRZ-1lIB: Areas with population density below 2,161 persons per sq.
km (NDZ remains 200 meters from HTL).

o CRZ-lll&r gr e 7 fysnfara fhar amm:
= CRZ-IA: [3sT &3 & Fa98EaT gedca 2,161 afdd 9fa g9 fheeex
T 31fA% § (HTL & NDZ 50 Hex & e arm)|
»  CRZ-IIB: [5sT &3 & S<18&AT gelca 2,161 afdd Ufa g9 fheaex
d &A g (HTL & NDZ 200 HcR)|

e Tourism Development:
o Encourages the development of tourism infrastructure in coastal areas.
o dOT AT H gded HGETAT & [Fh & Wichaed T gl

e Streamlined Approval Process:

o CRZ clearance for CRZ-l and CRZ-IV remains with the central government.
o CRZ-Il and CRZ-1ll approvals are delegated to the state level.

o CRZ-I3R CRZ-V & faT HefAles Ufhal g IWFHR & IH Fait gl ¢

o CRZ-II 3R CRZ-ll 3iefAeet Ted TR W AlAT a1 &

e Special Provisions for Islands:
o No development zone (NDZ) of 20 meters for all islands.

o T Ul & fAT 20 HeX &1 A STeYHT S|

e Pollution Abatement:
o Proposed development of treatment facilities in CRZ-IB areas.

o CRz-lBaﬁa’fﬁwgﬁwﬁ%ﬁmﬂwmﬁl
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The knotty promise of

SECTION 69

As India enforces the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the new set of criminal laws that replace the Indian Penal Code,

Section 69 faces questioning from legal eves for its gender bias, potential misuse, and implications on modern

relationships, finds Soibam Rocky Sing|

GS Paper |: Societ

n July 31, a 25-year-old woman from

Ramgarh, Jharkhand, filed an FIR ac-

cusing a man of engaging in a sexual

relationship with her under the pre-
tence of marriage. The woman claimed in her
FIR that the man, 26, who she had known from
college, had come home on multiple occasions
and expressed the wish to marry her. In one in-
stance, he allegedly told her mother explicitly
not to consider any marriage proposals for her,
as he intended to marry her himself.

The woman stated in her first information re-
port (FIR) that she was introduced to his mother,
who allegedly supported their union. She
claimed that the man and his mother “back-
tracked on their commitments”. She was there-
fore filing a case under Section 69 of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the new set of criminal
laws that replaces the colonial-era Indian Penal
Code (IPC). While the trial is still pending, the
man was granted bail by a local court in October.

Section 69 of the BNS, criminalises “sexual in-
tercourse by employing deceitful means” and
cites the “promise to marry...a woman without
any intention of fulfilling the same”, as grounds
for imprisonment up to 10 years and the possibil-
ity of a fine, While it is not treated as rape, it is
considered “inducement” and also applies to
“false promise of employment or promotion, or
marrying by suppressing identity”.

There are several cases in court that use Sec-
tion 69 in their FIRs, opening the doors to public
and legal discourse around it. Before the BNS
came into being, up to 40% of all rape case allega-
tions pertained to ‘friend,” ‘live in partners on
pretext of marriage,’ and ‘separated husband’,
going by National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
data between 2016 and 2022.

On December 5, the Gauhati High Court grant-
ed bail to a man after he was arrested when a wo-
man claimed that she and the man had been in a
relationship for nine years, during which period,
they engaged in physical relationship regularly.
The man also allegedly promised her to marry.
However, she found out that he had become en-
gaged to another women. When she asked for an
explanation, the man allegedly cited parental
pressure to marry the woman.

“It is a settled position of law that a simple
promise to marry without anything more does
not give rise to the concept of misconception of
fact. Therefore, under the given circum-
stances, the petitioner does not de-
serve to be detained in custody,”
the High Court said.

Based on the past
Prior to the enactment of
the BNS, such cases were

ee

Thisis anew
offence
because
they have
used words
suchas
“deceitful
means’,
‘induce-
ment’, false
promise’.
This is not
rape

RAVIKANT
Advocate and
country head,
Access to Justice
Project

registered under Section 376(2)(n) (commits rape
repeatedly on the same woman) along with Sec-
tion 90 (consent known to be given under fear or
misconception), says Advocate K.S. Nanda, who
represented the accused man in Jharkhand. Ef-
fectively, the two IPC Sections now form the base
of Section 69.

Ravi Kant, advocate and country head of the
Access to Justice Project, an international non-
profit offering pro bono services, explains the
difference between the previous law under IPC
and the new provision in the BNS. “This is a new
offence because they have used words such as
‘deceitful means’, ‘inducement’, *false promise’.
This is not rape,” he clarifies.

Section 69 comes within Chapter 5 of the BNS:
‘Of Offences Against Woman and Child’, under
“sexual offences”. The need for this Section, says
Kant, was “because such cases were reported a
lot in the courts during the IPC time”.

Another difference is that earlier, if a relation-
ship lasted several years, and the woman
claimed she was cheated on the pretext of mar-
riage, the court typically dismissed such cases,
he says. “It was reasoned that a long-term rela-
tionship implied mutual consent and under-
standing, making fraud difficult to substantiate.”
Now, even if the relationship is consensual, it is
treated as an offence because it is taken as a false
promise or a deception.

Gender biased

Deepika Narayan Bhardwaj, a journalist, film-
maker, and activist, calls the new law “inherently
gender biased and discriminative”™ with the law
suggesting that women do not have agency in de-
cisions around sexual matters. On January 10 this
year, she had started an online petition on Chan-
ge.org to repeal Section 69 of the BNS, which has
since garnered aver 60,000 signatures.

Her contention in the petition is that “a con-
sensual sexual relationship made on promise of
marriage will be a crime only if a man reneges
from itand not a woman”.

The petition also talks about the power equa-
tion, where “the law presumes a woman cannot
be in position of power to induce a man into sex

by false promise of job or promotion”. She
called the law “extremely regressive” and also
said it “completely discards the concept of will
and consent” around sexual matters.
Since Section 69 is a recent addition,
Bhardwaj uses past data recorded
under Section 376 (rape) for con-
text and comparison. Until
2015, the NCRB that compiles
a yearly compendium of
crimes across India in ‘Of-
fenders Relation to Victims

of Rape’ category under the ‘Crime Against Wo-
men’ chapter, the relationship between the ac-
cused and the survivor in rape cases was broadly
categorised as a ‘family member’, ‘neighbour’, or
“stranger’. However, the growing number of cas-
es involving “false promises of marriage’ led the
NCRB to refine its classifications.

In 2016, specific subcategories were intro-
duced under the ‘Offenders Relation to Victims of
Rape’, including ‘friend’, ‘live in partners on pre-
text of marriage’, and ‘separated husband’.

NCRB data further reveals that the average
conviction rate for all rape cases between 2016
and 2022 stood at 29.71%. However, the data does
not include a sub-classification of conviction
rates under the ‘Offenders Relation to Victims of
Rape’ category. This makes it challenging to de-
termine conviction trends specific to cases in-
volving false promises of marriage or similar
allegations.

Parliamentary report

The report no. 246 of the Rajya Sabha on the
BNS, released by the Department-related Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs
on November 12 last year, six months before the
BNS came into
force, had cau-
tioned against rein-
forcing gender ste-
reotypes.
According to the re-
port, it was difficult
to prove whether a
promise to marry
had actually been
made. It also said
“intentions  can
change over time”,
alluding to the very
nature of relation-
ships.

The report stat-
ed that “criminalis-
ing a promise to
marry” can intrude
into an individual’s
right to privacy and
autonomy. Tt said
that “defining what
constitutes a legally
binding promise to
marry can be vague
and open to inter-
pretation”, which could lead to “inconsistencies
in enforcement and judgments”. Also, a verbal
intention to marry could be a challenge when it
came to evidence collection.

ee

The law presumes a
woman cannot be in
position of power to
induce a man into sex
by false promise of job
or promotion

DEEPIKA NARAYAN

BHARDWAJ
Journalist, filmmaker, and activist

Differing court views

On November 26, the Supreme Court flagged a
“worrying trend” of criminalising long-term con-
sensual relationships after they turn sour. “If cri-
minality is to be attached to such prolonged phys-
ical relationship at a very belated stage, it can
lead to serious consequences,” the Bench of Jus-
tices B.V. Nagarathna and N. Kotiswar Singh said,
while quashing an FIR against a man accused of
rape by a woman who was in a relationship with
him for over nine years, by her own account.

In another judgment, the Gujarat High Court
on September 19 commented: “In every case
where a man fails to marry a woman despite a
promise made to her, [he] cannot be held guilty
for committing the offence of rape.”

The High Court’s ruling came while quashing a
February 2019 FIR for rape filed against a man,
who had entered into a physical relationship with

The Knotty Promise of Section 69
SECTION 69 $r =iier are

On July 31, a 25-year-old woman from Ramgarh, Jharkhand, filed an
FIR accusing a man of engaging in a sexual relationship with her
under the pretense of marriage.

31 TS A FARES & [HING HiT 25 I ARYem & v THEIEIR gof

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

@PATRIOTICIAS

Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

awoman on the promise of marriage. Cases regis-
tered before the BNS came into force are being
tried on the old IPC. The woman in her FIR com-
plaint alleged that she got pregnant and when she
informed the man, he reneged on his promise.

During the pendency of the trial, a baby boy
was born. However, when the DNA samples of
the accused and the child were tested, it was pro-
ven that the accused was not the biological fath-
er. Meanwhile, the woman got married to anoth-
er person and didn’t show up for the court
proceeding again.

“He can only be held guilty if it is proved that
the promise to marry was given with no intention
to honour it and also that was the only reason
due to which the woman agreed to have a sexual
relationship,” the High Court said, adding that
“cases of consensual sexual relationship being la-
ter converted into allegations of rape are rapidly
increasing”.

On the other hand, in a separate case, the Ker-
ala High Court in October declined to quash the
criminal proceedings against a priest accused of
raping a woman after promising to marry her.
Dismissing the plea of the priest, the High Court
observed that prima facie, the allegations war-
ranted a trial, and that there was no reason to
close the proceedings earlier.

Supporting the new law, advocate Gaurav Du-
deja, Partner at law firm Phoenix Legal, in Delhi,
says, “Section 69 of the BNS addresses the gaps
and ambiguities in the previous law concerning
sexual intercourse obtained under false pretenc-
es such as promises of marriage or other deceit-
ful means.”

“The definition of rape revolves around the
‘consent’ of the woman, and courts have consis-
tently held that sexual intercourse based on a
false promise of marriage, where there was no ge-
nuine intent from the outset, falls within the
scope of rape. By introducing Section 69, the BNS
explicitly criminalises such acts and provides
clear punishment for them,” he explains.

The law is protective to women who operate in
a male-dominated, patriarchal society, where
marriage for women is often seen as a way of at-
taining personhood. Many women are consis-
tently told in their childhood years that they be-
long in another home — that of their husband’s
and in-laws’.

Dudeja says the law broadens the legal frame-
work by introducing the concept of sexual inter-
course through deceitful means. “Moreover, it
acknowledges that coercion is not limited to
physical force, but can also be psychological or
emotional — an aspect not explicitly addressed
under the earlier law,” he says.

PIL in Kerala HC

In September, a public interest litigation (PIL)
was filed before the Kerala High Court challeng-
ing the constitutional validity of Section 69 of the
BNS. The plea by a lawyer practising in the courts
of Kerala contended that “the Section is deroga-
tory and misogynistic to the extent that it views
women as naive, gullible and incapable of mak-
ing decisions pertaining to their life”. The plea al-
so contends that the Section would lead to “se-
rious issues for people who are in live-in
relationships and people in relationships in the
nature of marriage”.

“By omitting to include the LGBTQ communi-
ty, it is violative of the equal protection clause.
Further, it penalises a very basic human emotion,
the right to have sexual union, a facet protected
Under Article 21 of the Constitution,” the plea
stated. The High Court sought a response from
the Central government on the issue.
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F0S, T T I WA FT AT I AT FA A FT AR
STAT T

e The woman claimed the man expressed the wish to marry her and even told her mother
not to consider marriage proposals for her.

AT 7 grar Far & 37 afea & adr &1 swoT Jars 3R TgT IF & 3EA AT A
el 6 38% T 3T Al & geda 7 H|

e She stated she was introduced to his mother, who allegedly supported their union, but
later backtracked on commitments.

3 T foh 3R Hellerla 38 AfFd & A § S 75 oY, eglel Hi¥d dR W)

37 farg &1 A R, dftheT a1g # 9er a1t ¥ FH TS|
e She filed a case under Section 69 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), which
replaces the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

3T ARAT =T Fiear (BNS) & 4RI 69 F dgd AT gof 1T, St IR &5
WA (IPC) &1 TUTT oidr g

e Section 69 criminalises “sexual intercourse by employing deceitful means,” including a
“promise to marry... a woman without any intention of fulfilling the same.”

TRT 69 “UIETUST H il HIY Felle” Sl HORTY Al &, ToTHH “ATEr 1 F{aT arer
A g

e The punishment includes imprisonment up to 10 years and a fine.
ol # 10 rer Y &g 3R FHATAT 1A g

e The section also applies to false promises of employment or promotion, or marrying
by suppressing identity.
Ig URT AN AT YRR F S Gl iR IEEe g A e W ] gl B

o Prior to the BNS, such cases were registered under Section 376(2)(n) (commits rape
repeatedly on the same woman) along with Section 90 (consent under misconception).

BNS & Tgdl, ¥ HHAGT I 4RT 376(2)(n) (T & ARAT & TTY IR-IR FollchR) 3R
¢RT 90 (MfAT TeATA) F ded cof fFar Srar o

e Advocate Ravi Kant explains that Section 69 uses terms like ‘deceitful means’ and
‘false promise,’ distinguishing it from rape.

ahrel I Fid g § o aRT 69 F ‘elr@rersy 3N S[S are’ I Asal 1 39T frar
IAT §, S SH FAlchR & 379 adT gl

e Gauhati High Court recently granted bail to a man accused under Section 69,
reasoning that a long-term relationship implied mutual consent and made fraud
difficult to substantiate.

T 81§ FE A g1l & H URT 69 F ecl IR F A &, I Fo! U & o
T ATIHT FEATT T Tohd & & IR GIETTS AT FIAT HiSeT &IaT ¢

e Under the BNS, even consensual relationships can be treated as offenses if found to be
based on false promises or deception.

BNS & dgd, afe frdl weAfa deer 1 3(s are I wramest o 3meriRd 9 Sirar g, ar
U IRTY AT ST ToheT gl
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Gender Biased
CILCIR L RIG]

o Deepika Narayan Bhardwaj, a journalist, flmmaker, and activist, calls the new law
“‘inherently gender biased and discriminative” with the law suggesting that women do not
have agency in decisions around sexual matters.

QT ARIIOT $REATe, T IR, fhed AT 3R ST, F JAT gt A HA
0 @ Afrer garare 3R AewHraqer sarn, Gad a5 gea &ar v § 6 Afgere
Il ATFC 7 0T ot Fr TeiEr JAgT @ 2

e OnJanuary 10, she started an online petition on Change.org to repeal Section 69 of
the BNS, which has garnered over 60,000 signatures.

10 FGH A 3@l Change.org W dTaATd & €RT 69 A G FA & U Th
3ifeege e Y& 6, FHF 60,000 & 3HfUF FEARR II°d gT &

e Her contention is that “a consensual sexual relationship made on a promise of marriage
will be a crime only if a man reneges from it and not a woman.”

3AHT dh ¢ TP "AEY & e 9 eATd T §eIIT T AleT T ORI g1 dhadl dd,
9 T HO g ¥ TS g 3R Afgar ag

e The petition also highlights that the law assumes women cannot hold power to
induce men into sex under false promises of jobs or promotions.
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Iiferent Tg o JdTcl & T @t T8 ATl § o Afgellv el a1 qeleAfd & 36
el & TEd Gl Al HH T & fAT AR ST B Heboll |

She calls the law “extremely regressive” and argues that it “completely discards the
concept of will and consent” around sexual matters.

3eglel @lefel I "SgG FTEHAT" FAMT 3R &gl o6 Ig AT AHCT H "sTor iR FgATd
&I HTUROT & I aRE TR T gl

Data from NCRB
TAMIRET F1 3T

Since Section 69 is new, Bhardwaj refers to data recorded under Section 376 (rape) for
comparison.

Ifeh URT 69 7S §, ARG o Jolel & oI URT 376 (FACHR) & 6l Gof ST T
3ool@ R

Until 2015, NCRB broadly categorized the accused’s relationship with the survivor as
‘family member,’” ‘neighbor,’ or ‘stranger.’

2015 g, TAARIRET & 3R 3R Af3ar & et & cg9e 9 8 ‘9RaR & 946,
‘q3tl,’ A7 IHSrerdl & F F afichel foma|

In 2016, new subcategories like ‘live-in partners on pretext of marriage’ were
introduced.

2016 A, AT 39-337 S AET & FgTet fAg-goT UEAT T ST T

Between 2016-2022, the average conviction rate for all rape cases was 29.71%, but
sub-classifications for conviction rates in cases involving false promises of marriage are
missing.

2016-2022 & oI, G Tollcahit ATHT o fow 3T @am €729.71% off, oifeher amdy &
SIS del & Haftd Ael & fow 39-geffator aE B

Parliamentary Report on BNS

dlvay o gudw Rue
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Report no. 246 of the Rajya Sabha cautioned against reinforcing gender stereotypes
before BNS came into force.

dITTTE ] gl ¥ U, TogdeT & RUIE dav 246 o dAffrew wedl 1 agrar & &
f@ems Adrastr & o

It mentioned that proving a promise to marry is difficult and that “intentions can change
over time.”

SEH gl T & AT & a1 @ FId HEAT G § 3R "FIE AT F WY q5el
aFd gl

It warned that criminalizing promises to marry could violate privacy and autonomy
rights under Article 21 of the Constitution.
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S U o AEN & dTel T IJRIY Aol FITUTT o HeJeda 21 F dgd MIergar
IR TaREar & 3IFERT F1 Ieagd FX FhdT gl

Differing Court Views

3TAI-3ET9T ISTelal & geeahIor

November 26, the Supreme Court highlighted a trend of criminalizing long-term
consensual relationships when they turn sour.

26 G I, WA HIE o G FHT T TATT § o1 el & forsel W 3o¢ 3oRrer
AT &I Fgid R AT S|

The Gujarat High Court (September 19) noted that not all broken promises of marriage
can constitute rape unless it’s proven the promise was made without intention to honor
it.

IR FEPIC (19 FAAsR) o gl fob AT o el €& amal T TollchR o6t AT ST
Ghdl ST deh Ig ITed o 81 & amer f9ar e & fFar arr

The Kerala High Court, in contrast, declined to quash proceedings against a priest
accused of rape on a promise of marriage.

g8 fAudd, I FEFIE A A F d¢ W FelleshN & FRA Il & WAd FHrdargy
&I EE A § FoAR T e

Support for Section 69

RT 69 FT FAST

Advocate Gaurav Dudeja says Section 69 addresses gaps in earlier laws by defining
sexual intercourse obtained under false pretenses as rape.

ahier 3R g1 gl foh URT 69 5[ TE @ FAIC 1T FieT HIET AT TACHR & T
A g h o Sl H GRS HT g7 HaTr &

He adds that the law considers psychological or emotional coercion beyond physical
force.

3ogiel el & T8 Fheld ARARE o § N AAIANAF AT HGAHE Ga1d ! AT
& &l

PIL in Kerala HC

A FEFIC A Fafed IRHr
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A PIL was filed in September challenging the constitutional validity of Section 69, calling
it derogatory and misogynistic.

et & aRT 69 T HIWFAR FUAT T oAl T §T Th SFelfed AR G T 7,
ST 38 AT 3R Afgar-RAe Far =

The plea argued the law excludes the LGBTQ community and penalizes basic human
emotions, violating Article 21.
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Pakistan at the UNSC, the points of its compass

|GS Paper II: International Organization|

n January 1, 2025, Pakistan enters the

United Nations Security Council

(UNSC) as an elected non-permanent

member for a two-year term — its
eighth.

Pakistan’s entry is significant in that,
effectively, half of the 10 elected members of
UNSC will be from the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). Those elected for 202526
were Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama and
Somalia. They will replace Ecuador, Japan, Malta,
Mozambique and Switzerland as their terms end
on December 31. The new members will join
Algeria, Guyana, the Republic of Korea, Sierra
Leone and Slovenia, who are existing
non-permanent members.

Afghanistan will be a natural focus with
Pakistan sure to use its Council stint to repair its
frosty relations with the Taliban. In this, it has
Russia and China to readily assist it in the
diplomatic rehabilitation of the Taliban. With the
OIC countries, one hopes that the Council gets all
the support it needs for a ceasefire in Gaza to
salvage from the rubble whatever is left of the
Palestinian cause and stabilise the region.
Peacekeeping is another of Pakistan’s stated
priorities given its role as a major troop
contributing country for UN peacekeeping.
However, Pakistan’s default mode will be to focus
on India.

What India should expect

India-Pakistan relations are still strained. Even if
one assumes that some backchannels are busy
working the lines, it is a given that enhanced
bilateral cooperation does not necessarily result
in enhanced multilateral cooperation, especially
in the UN. This is true not just of Pakistan but also
of countries India considers as “close friends”,
even in the Global South. For example, some OIC
countries with which India has very close
bilateral relations, line up behind Pakistani drafts
in the UN which have anti-India language. They
even argue — ingeniously — that the offensive
language is not aimed at India. Fortunately, there
is help usually from unexpected friends in such
groups, enabling India to tide over the issues
successfully.

To state the obvious, India should be prepared
for Pakistan’s anti-India initiatives in the UNSC.
There was a brief period in 2012 when there was
some synergy between the Missions of both
countries in the UN when both nations were in
the Council, but that was an aberration. Pakistan
is back to its multilateral default mode of being
anti-India. And in this, it now has a more assertive
“iron brother” in China offering it an “all-weather
friendship”. Pakistan’s first stated priority is to
“combat terrorism”, which it hopes will absolve it
of the tag of “terrorist state”. It will also try — as it
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always does — to slip that tag onto India. The list
of Pakistan-based and Pakistani terrorist
organisations associated with the ISIL (Daesh)
and al-Qaeda under UNSC Resolution 1267
mandated sanctions, including the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and the
Jaish-e-Mohammed, is long and instructive. In
retaliation, Pakistan has presented several
“dossiers” to the UN Secretary General, that have
fancy claims of Indian terrorist attacks on
Pakistan — anything to keep the anti-India pot
boiling.

After its stint in the UNSC in 202122, India’s
proposal (with the United States as co-signatory)
to list Pakistani terrorist Abdul Rehman Makki,
deputy leader of the LeT, under the 1267
sanctions regime was approved by the UNSC —
including of course by China — making this the
first listing (with India as a proposer) for terrorist
acts in Jammu and Kashmir. It was a blow to
Pakistan, which it must be waiting to avenge.

However, even proposals under 1267 sanctions
are given a religious colour by Pakistan. It made
desperate attempts, with trumped up charges, to
list four Indian Hindus as terrorists, with the
intention of getting at least one Hindu listed. The
Council rejected every one of Pakistan’s requests
— not once but twice — thanks to the U.S. and
other western countries. Member-states have
seen through Pakistan’s game.

On Kashmir

Its next, and most obvious, stated priority will be
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K). Pakistan pushed for
discussions on J&K in the Council through its
“friends” when India abrogated Article 370 of the
Constitution. Two closed “consultations” were
held in the UNSC, with China acting as the
cat’s-paw. But nothing happened. At least four of
the five permanent members (P-5) have little
appetite for this issue. When a Pakistani
journalist in New York asked this writer — when
India entered the UNSC in January 2021 — about
the “unfinished” business of Article 370, the reply
he got was this: that the only “unfinished”
business was the return of
Pakistan-Occupied-Kashmir (PoK) to India.

With elections having been conducted and a
popular- government in place in J&K, Pakistan
would find it hard to make an issue. China,
which, incidentally, occupies a part of PoK after
Pakistan ceded it to them, will only be too happy
to keep the pot boiling. The Pakistani
Ambassador to the UN made a case in the media
on how the recent decision by the International
Court of Justice decision on Palestine applies to
J&K. One cannot stop Pakistan from trying to do
what it wants as its presence in the UNSC will give
it the lever to call for discussions on J&K. India is
aware that the P-5 usually does not like to prevent

discussions, but decides whether it should be
open or closed and whether there should be an
outcome.

The use of Islamophobia

Pakistan has used Islamophobia as a weapon to
dilute the fight against terrorism and, going by its
recent attempts, to target India. When the United
Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (GTS)
was discussed in 2021, and again in 2023,
Pakistan, supported by the OIC, sought to
introduce Islamophobia as a ‘justification’ for
terrorism. India stood alone and had the
reference removed. But when India left the
Council at the end of 2022, the United Arab
Emirates and others inserted, inter alia,
Islamophobia into the UNSC Presidential
statement for the first time in February 2023. In
March 2024, the U.S., China and Russia voted in
the UN General Assembly in support of an OIC
resolution to appoint a UN Special Envoy for
Combatting Islamophobia. With the right wing on
the rise in the West, one has not heard the last on
this subject in the Council with the OIC countries.

Early this year, Pakistan raised the issue of the
bilateral India-Pakistan Indus Waters Treaty in
the Council, which is a purely bilateral agreement
with its mechanism to resolve disputes. This is a
misuse of the UNSC with the only benefit of
catering to a domestic audience.

During its stint between 2021-22, India played a
robust and positive role in strengthening
international peace and security. While many
UNSC members misuse “Arria formula™ meetings
(a dispensation where any UNSC member can
circumvent the Council and hold informal
meetings on any issue), India avoided doing this
and stuck to its priorities in the Council. Pakistan
will have no such compunctions.

It is unfortunate that Pakistan ignores the
many multilateral synergies between India and
Pakistan to work together on UN issues. Both
countries have similar interests: in UN
peacekeeping, as they are large
troop-contributing countries; in combating
climate change, as they face severe climate
change-induced floods and natural disasters; in
achieving Sustainable Development Goals 2030;
in focusing on the debt burden of the Global
South; or in reforming multilateral financial
institutions. Sometimes even functional contacts
with Indian diplomats are frowned upon by its
Mission.

Pakistan’s internal political churning,
economic collapse and misplaced priorities have
prevented it from strengthening multilateralism
and the UN in a world wrecked by conflicts.
While its term will be high on rhetoric against
India, it is difficult to see how UN member-states
will be persuaded to play its game.



PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Pakistan at the UNSC, the points of its compass

qIfhEdla WY eg FIaT IR¥E (UNSC) &, 58
geaor & fig

On January 1, 2025, Pakistan will enter the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) as an elected non-permanent member for a two-year
term, marking its eighth term.

1 Seradl 2025 Y, GIFEAlT HYFd ASE FI&T gRYE (UNSC) & T
foatRa 3arlt ¥exg & T & afAe g, S 39S AHTeaT FRFT

g

o Half of the 10 elected members of UNSC will be from the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC).

UNSC & fiaifad 10 Ggeal & ¥ Y WeTyd sTAlfA® AT s« (OIC) T gian|

o Newly elected members for 2025-26 include Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama,
and Somalia, replacing Ecuador, Japan, Malta, Mozambique, and Switzerland.

2025-26 & v FafaaiRa geea saas, A, nfFeae, gare, ik Sfear g, o
FFATER, AT, ATeeT, AlTiFa®, 3 Racsrels Hr g <9

e Existing non-permanent members are Algeria, Guyana, Republic of Korea, Sierra
Leone, and Slovenia.

FHioleT U HEET e AT, AT, FRAT oRrsT, e faaie, sk wenafaan &)

¢ Afghanistan is expected to be a focus area for Pakistan during its UNSC term, aiming
to repair relations with the Taliban with support from Russia and China.

TIREATT & UNSC HIRIe & SR ABINTAE U AT 817 Q19, STgT dg arforane &
Y 39 HIY GURA HT G HM IR 07 39 T 3R et 1 gw7dar Aol

o Pakistan is likely to focus on peacekeeping, emphasizing its role as a major troop-
contributing country for UN peacekeeping missions.

QIR ECTeT QM FATIAT IR AT e FHM, THH 381 G s Ay AT &
o v dfas Aereresdt U #r Feree g

What India should expect
A F F4T 3FHIg FI&T TIfRT

e India-Pakistan relations remain strained, and Pakistan is expected to pursue anti-India
initiatives in the UNSC.

HRI-THETT & T TR 54 gV &, 3R UNSC # aTfeheetiel & #RE-fael ager
$r 370G B
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e In 2012, there was brief synergy between the Missions of both countries when both
were in the Council, but this was an aberration.

2012 #, 39 T ¢ IRue H U, 37 AT & I AT A eeASRar c@r oY, dfheT

T U HYAIE ATl

o Pakistan now has a more assertive “iron brother” in China, offering all-weather
friendship.

UIfehEdlel & a1 39 AT & & A U 306 FET"dle F1 018" ¢, ST At Ay

AT vere R g
o Pakistan’s first stated priority is to combat terrorism, aiming to shed the “terrorist
state” tag and shift it onto India.

IRl I Ggell TrUTART Hlcdhdle { FHlaell Hll ¢, AT T8 " Hdharar T

FT 3T g W HRA W 3Tl Toh|

e India successfully listed Pakistani terrorist Abdul Rehman Makki under the 1267
sanctions regime with the U.S. as co-signatory during its UNSC term (2021-22).

HRA o 39T UNSC HIeTel (2021-22) H 3ARNST & A1 Tg-9Fd@dsh & &9 H,
UIfREdTet HTaFRarel 3reqel IEHTT HFhT I 1267 Gfaaer yomelt & dgd Feiaey fohar

¢ Pakistan attempted to list four Indian Hindus as terrorists, which was rejected twice by
the Council due to U.S. and western support.

qIfehEdTe & IR ARAT RG3T l JTcspaicy & &0 & Feiaey w1 yarg 6T,
5@ 3R 3 aRReelt At & goder & SR RYE A &Y 9 FEEER A e

On Kashmir
FHR W

e Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) is Pakistan's next, most obvious, stated priority.
F AR FHAR (J&K) TIREaT &1 3eTell 3R Fed Fuse Bif¥d grafdsdr g

e Pakistan pushed for discussions on J&K in the UNSC through its “friends” when India
abrogated Article 370.

HRA CaRT HeJed 370 G & &G, Uifehedlel o 370el A= & ATegH & UNSC &
o AR FAR @ == w g R

e Two closed consultations were held in the UNSC with China acting as the cat’s-paw,
but nothing significant happened.

UNSC # ®fis & ATeqs & qeT & ' al §¢ I 1 15, dAfehel s FAgcaqul IRumA
el fAe|

e Four of the five permanent members (P-5) have little appetite for this issue.
g TR WEET (P-5) F ¥ 9N 0 Hg W R A w@d|

o Elections have been conducted, and a popular government is in place in J&K, making
it hard for Pakistan to make an issue.

Toa & T § 3R T 3R FRAR F v Al weR vy & o g e
aifehEdlel & AU Hear 3omT Hi¥hor & 9T &
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China occupies a part of PoK after Pakistan ceded it to them and will be happy to keep
the situation tense.

dleT o PoK T Uesh GEHT oot H of Torar & 5@ wiferearer & dfar o, 3ik a8 &ufa
& TAGYUT FAT AT THEG T |

The Pakistani Ambassador to the UN has drawn a parallel between the ICJ’s decision
on Palestine and J&K, but it has limited traction.

aTfehEdel Tsigd & UN & fsfaredter 9x 1CT & oty i JaK & & gorerm & g,
AfreT sTerr warg AfAT &1

The use of Islamophobia

STATHIRITAT FT 3TN

Pakistan uses Islamophobia to dilute the fight against terrorism and target India.

qTfehEcTel SEATATRHAAT T 3YIT HTdhdle & [FelTh 88 Hl HASR el AR AR

FI AT T & AT Far gl

In 2021 and 2023, Pakistan, supported by the OIC, tried to introduce Islamophobia as a
‘justification’ for terrorism in the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy.

2021 3 2023 &, GIfhEdle & OIC & THIA O wgad e A rdwhare-Aeh
WA F SEATAIBITAT ST 37dharg & MR & F7 F 92T T 1 HIfRLr F

India stood alone and removed the reference, but by February 2023, the UAE and
others inserted it into a UNSC Presidential statement.

RT & 37he @S gl 3T TeH I g, dfthed ®Tady 2023 d& UAE 3iR 39 &
38 UNSC & Irseufa aeded # Siis G|

In March 2024, the U.S., China, and Russia supported an OIC resolution to appoint a
UN Special Envoy for Combatting Islamophobia.

AT 2024 7, AR, Ao AR T sEAHITAT & T F AT UN I ga
fAged e & OIC yd1d &l FHT foha|

Other tactics by Pakistan
qiffEdeT Y 3T oEfaAr

Website: patrioticias.in
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Pakistan raised the India-Pakistan Indus Waters Treaty in the UNSC, a purely bilateral
agreement with its own dispute resolution mechanism.

qifehEdlel o UNSC & sIRa-ifdearer Y st Wfer &1 #Heer somm, s v quia:
gfausfar gasiiar § 3R 59+ faarg games &1 39 J7 gl

It misused the UNSC to cater to a domestic audience, gaining little international
traction.

S8 B[ GAHT I TS el o fTT UNSC & geaier fanarm, dfehet 3RS E)X
W &7 GHIT gregd Fam|

Pakistan is likely to misuse the Arria formula meetings to push its agenda, unlike India,
which avoided such tactics.
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AR o QU I0ENIIT & Fad §U, Arria BIHET Soh! T GFIANT g1 fha, wifehet
TIehETel WET &Y Hehell ¢

Missed opportunities for synergy

HEANT & HIEIN P T3S LAl

e Both India and Pakistan share common interests in peacekeeping, combating climate
change, achieving SDGs 2030, and reforming multilateral financial institutions.

AR 3R arfeedreT gt &t eaifar T, Srerary gRaee & @5, SDGs 2030 Heel
A AR sguehs R Feae § gur 7 @@= {9 €
o However, Pakistan’s internal issues — political churning, economic collapse, and
misplaced priorities — have hindered collaboration.

glellleh, TRt $T HARF FATATE — Tsleliiden IUA-GU, AMF g, 3N aTera
WATABATT — TEAT H ST et B
e Pakistan’s term in the UNSC is expected to be high on rhetoric against India but
unlikely to persuade UN member-states.

UNSC & giferEdieT &l S IRT & QTE Ja=ael 9§ 310 89T, dfehed UN T

22T FT AT FH 31G%BoT G|
The missing spotlight on urban local government polls

IGS Paper lI: Urban Local Se\g-Guvemance]

units of decentralised local

self-governance, and are responsible for
delivering civic services at the first mile, ensuring
quality of life for citizens. The 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act (CAA) was introduced in 1992 to
codify this role of ULGs. Over 30 years later, the
objectives of this landmark amendment are yet to
be realised. The ongoing discourse on
simultaneous elections, popularly known as One
Nation One Election (ONOE), is a unique
opportunity to spotlight a basic requirement of
local democracy, i.e., elections to ULGs — a
consideration that has generally been absent in
deliberations on the ONOE.

U rban local governments (ULGs) function as

‘State subjects’ as reasoning

The 79th report of the Parliament Standing
Committee on Law and Justice on the ‘Feasibility
of Simultaneous Elections,’ submitted in 2015,
while advocating simultaneous elections to the
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, was silent on
elections to ULGs. A discussion paper (2017) by
the NITI Aayog, on ‘Analysis of Simultaneous
Elections’, kept ULGs out of its purview, arguing
that the third-tier institutions are State subjects
and that the sheer number of such institutions
across the country makes it “impractical, and
possibly impossible, to synchronise elections”.
Similar reasoning is put forward in the 2018 draft
report of the Law Commission of India on
simultaneous elections. But in a refreshing
departure, the High Level Committee (HLC)
constituted by the Government of India to
provide a road map for implementation of
simultaneous elections, deliberated on local body
elections and recommended synchronising them
within 100 days of simultaneous elections to the
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

India has over 4,800 ULGs that oversee nearly
40% of the population, a figure which is
estimated to cross 50% by 2050. Cities are the
backbone of the country’s economy, contributing
over 60% to India’s GDP. Well-governed cities
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accelerate economic growth, and promote social
and cultural well being. Thus, ensuring regular
elections to install democratically-elected
governments in our cities every five years ought
to be a matter of mainstream political discourse
and policy formulation. The HLC report, which
was accepted by the Union government in
September 2024, touched upon the procedure of
elections to local governments and is a good start
in this direction. However, deeper analysis is
necessary to understand and address the current
state of affairs of elections to ULGs.

Uncertainty and delays in elections
It may come as a surprise to many that despite
the constitutional mandate of holding elections to
municipalities every five years, elections are
routinely delayed across thousands of ULGs —
sometimes by several years. According to the
Compendium of Performance Audits on the
Implementation of the 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1992 (published by the
Comptroller and Auditor General, or CAG of India
in November 2024), elections were delayed in
over 60% of ULGs across India. Such ULGs are
directly governed by State governments, violating
the principle of decentralisation as envisaged in
the Constitution. This also adversely impacts
accountability as citizens lack representation and
have limited avenues for airing their grievances
and development needs. Elections that are held
on time are the sine qua non for democracy — not
just for Parliament and the State legislatures but
also for every municipality in the country.
Holding elections to ULGs is not enough. After
the results are announced, the elected councils
have to be operationalised with State
governments calling for their first meeting to
enable elections to the offices of
mayors/chairpersons and standing committees. A
study undertaken by Janaagraha found that there
was a delay by 11 months on average in the
formation of councils after the declaration of
election results of the municipal corporations in
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Karnataka. In effect, ULGs continue to function
under the administrative control of State
governments. This defeats the electoral mandate
given by the people, making elected city
councillors powerless to attend to the
development needs of their electorate.

Disempowered State Election Commissions
Another important issue is the disempowerment
of the State Election Commissions (SECs), which
are constitutional bodies responsible for
supervising and conducting ULG elections. The
CAG report notes that only four out of the 15
States assessed have empowered their SECs to
carry out ward delimitation. The report further
notes that elections to ULGs were delayed due to
a delay in ward delimitation by State
governments or because of court cases regarding
reservations. Given the high political
ramifications of ward delimitation and
reservation exercises, it is necessary that these
functions are carried out by independent
authorities such as the SECs.

A holistic analysis of the challenges in
conducting elections to ULGs promptly is
important in the ongoing national discourse on
the synchronisation of elections. There is an
urgent need to build on the beginning made by
the HLC to effect the reforms necessary in ULG
elections.

The Government of India has proposed setting
up an implementation group to prepare a plan of
action that would execute the HLC’s
recommendations. The government has also
expressed its intent to have consultations across
the country on this topic. It is hoped and
expected that the agenda for reforms to ensure
regular and scheduled elections to ULGs will
feature in these dialogues and that the Union and
State governments will come together to make
local democracy in our cities operational and
vibrant.

The views expressed are personal
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The missing spotlight on urban local government
polls

A T TFR ATE W AT €T

Urban local governments (ULGs) function as units of decentralised
local self-governance, responsible for delivering civic services at the
first mile, ensuring quality of life for citizens.

A TUET TFR (ULGs) RdFdlga Faella w@-ame & s&sar & &
A FF FIC 3, A gge A W AeRE Janat Fr wrqfd F v
SR gt € ARt $ Shaa TR & gafad s §
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The 74th Constitutional Amendment Act (CAA) was introduced in 1992 to codify this role
of ULGs.

744t wfaunT "Mue AfAfATE (CAA) 1992 # ULGs #r sifst & dfameqy &= &
fow er fFam aram |
Over 30 years later, the objectives of this landmark amendment are yet to be realised.

30 wrer aTg s, g9 VMol weuw F 3egeT sl aF Q AE go

The ongoing discourse on simultaneous elections, popularly known as One Nation One
Election (ONOE), is a unigue opportunity to spotlight a basic requirement of local
democracy, i.e., elections to ULGs.

AT Faral 9 T @ a49], T AT T F 'TF W 0F AT (ONOE) F a1
¥ AT AT §, TR AFaT T TF AR JERIFA], 39T, ULGs F gAmat Y
XGIhd I T T (el T &

The 79th report of the Parliament Standing Committee on Law and Justice on the

‘Feasibility of Simultaneous Elections,” submitted in 2015, while advocating simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, was silent on elections to ULGs.

s AR TsT Rurawst & v e geamEt iy gFweEd Q@ g, 2015 F §WE &
Uil §RAfY & gAE gamEl A sggeriar W g 798 RNE, ULGs & gamal w
ELRG

A discussion paper (2017) by the NITI Aayog, on ‘Analysis of Simultaneous Elections’,
kept ULGs out of its purview, arguing that the third-tier institutions are State subjects and

that the sheer number of such institutions across the country makes it “impractical, and
possibly impossible, to synchronise elections”.

NITI Aayog G@RT 2017 ¥ YEa T& T 99 WA GGl F1 f3eawor F ULGs &t

U Y { AR @M AT, Jg o F §C G Al Aol B deuw To7 v §
3R e F O wEms A o HEAr F FROT gAET FT @HEAT ARG, AR
UG FEHT

Similar reasoning is put forward in the 2018 draft report of the Law Commission of India
on simultaneous elections.
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A aF AR & Flefer AT Fr 2018 #r 3rve RO F off wega frar aram & o
A gATE W

e The High Level Committee (HLC) constituted by the Government of India to provide a
road map for implementation of simultaneous elections deliberated on local body

elections and recommended synchronising them within 100 days of simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

HRd WFR @N GA g & Feaad & Aw sd7 gw@w &@ & v afsa
3o Fal WA (HLC) & Furelw e gomal W Rem frar sk awws silk
T Ruewsm & gae gomal & 100 et & ofiav s wHeay Fa fr e
Lol

o India has over 4,800 ULGs that oversee nearly 40% of the population, a figure which is
estimated to cross 50% by 2050.

R H 4,800 F 3fAF ULGs § I ST 40% TAHEIT FT Yo FId &, ST 2050
d® 50% FT 9R FIA FT A ¢l

o Cities are the backbone of the country’s economy, contributing over 60% to India’s GDP.
AET e FY rdfeuaear A e § AN 9RT F GDP F 60% ¥ 30+ AvrEw Fa ¥

e Well-governed cities accelerate economic growth, and promote social and cultural well-
being.

38 e ¥ AT o e e it aifa 3 § 3k afos e wiegfaw
FIIOT F1 91T & &

e Ensuring regular elections to install democratically-elected governments in our cities
every five years ought to be a matter of mainstream political discourse and policy
formulation.

AR M A & T W F AFaiad & § ol 71§ TEHERT F FT9=m F e
frafa gamat w1 glafRaa Fwen gegurr @ veefas 9t sk Hifa @atr w5
fawar g anfgw

e The HLC report, which was accepted by the Union government in September 2024,
touched upon the procedure of elections to local governments and is a good start in this
direction.

HLC RaIE, ford RdeR 2024 # g TFR ganT TSR fFar a3, & T awaRl
& gorg $T gt @ T= A 3R W e & o srveT yne B

o However, deeper analysis is necessary to understand and address the current state of
affairs of elections to ULGs.

gralfd, ULGs & garal &1 aadre ffufa st awsre 3k dafta @ & v =l
faedwor Y ImaeTFar B

e It may come as a surprise to many that despite the constitutional mandate of holding
elections to municipalities every five years, elections are routinely delayed across
thousands of ULGs — sometimes by several years.

Ig % anll F fav smwdee® @ gFar § & afdufas ey & amaeE & & g
I # TIRWITAF A FATC AT, §aIRT ULGs # T e v & Rafa @ @
- F3l-FY O F$ aut a*|
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e According to the Compendium of Performance Audits on the Implementation of the 74th
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 (published by the Comptroller and Auditor General,
or CAG of India in November 2024), elections were delayed in over 60% of ULGs across
India.

744} wfaener wevua AR, 1992 (A A9EX 2024 A ARG F s 3R Age@n
qdlaTd GarT YHiAd fFar man) @ yeeler SEmadieTor & e & AR, AR R
# 60% ¥ HAF ULGs & gamal & 8 g8l

e Such ULGs are directly governed by State governments, violating the principle of
decentralisation as envisaged in the Constitution.

W YFR & ULGs Y Ts SIERI ganT afdd g1 §, ot afdurer & afota
RFdetor & Ry 1 3eaud Fa &

e Elections that are held on time are the sine qua non for democracy — not just for
Parliament and the State legislatures but also for every municipality in the country.

AT W AT g a1 oA AT F AT 3raeq® ot § - 7 Faa w9 3R
T faurwsnat & fav, afesw Aor & & FIRarfasr & faw sl

¢ Holding elections to ULGs is not enough. After the results are announced, the elected
councils have to be operationalised with State governments calling for their first meeting
to enable elections to the offices of mayors/chairpersons and standing committees.

ULGs & gaTal #T sl qdfied w1t §1 aRoma 9 @ & a1g, g gu aRwal 1
FRICHE TAAT HETF §, ToT WHRI GaRT 3¢ Jgod do& & v gomar sar @
afés Aaareret 3R wurh wfafat & ot & gome wt wawr B o w

o A study undertaken by Janaagraha found that there was a delay by 11 months on
average in the formation of councils after the declaration of election results of the
municipal corporations in Karnataka.

Sieflagraha §aRT T a0 vs Iregdsr # qrm a3 & Feafeawt & qoRaifasr At &
gara aRorHAT A Gvon & arg IRwel F e & dtwaa 11 7R i 4h gd

« In effect, ULGs continue to function under the administrative control of State
governments.
qEdd #, ULGs TsT TIHRT F Tifasd Agaor # 17 FIcd W@ §

e This defeats the electoral mandate given by the people, making elected city councillors
powerless to attend to the development needs of their electorate.

I§ I gERT R I A Sreeer wWifSa Far ¥, o g g R e
urel #Y et et & B fAFraeHE ATt QU 6 F 3eTH g &ar
gl

e Another important issue is the disempowerment of the State Election Commissions
(SECs), which are constitutional bodies responsible for supervising and conducting ULG
elections.

TF e Ageaqul AGET Tsd IATd AT (SECs) F1 AfFagler g1 o, st wiyenfaw
fmr gia § 3k ULG gamat @ farelt st wemerer & faw foeter @ 8

e The CAG report notes that only four out of the 15 States assessed have empowered
their SECs to carry out ward delimitation.
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CAGROE A Fgrarr & & 15 U1 & ¥ dhdel IR TSAT of 3799 SECs &Y d15
AT AURT F F AT a7 Far g

e The report further notes that elections to ULGs were delayed due to a delay in ward
delimitation by State governments or because of court cases regarding reservations.
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Alegend, made

Gukesh is first among a cohort of young
Indian chess geniuses to reach pinnacle

tory by becoming the 18th world chess

champion, which will make him the youn-
gest to do so and emulating the doyen of Indian
chess, Viswanathan Anand, the only other Indian
to achieve the honour. Gukesh managed his feat
after a blunder made by the reigning world cham-
pion, Ding Liren of China, on the 55th move, Rf2,
in the 14th and final classical game of the match.
The game was headed towards a draw, but with
Gukesh pressing for any advantage in a rook-bish-
op-pawn endgame and having an extra pawn, it
took just one misstep for Ding to lose his crown.
Ding was in poor form prior to the match but the
Chinese GM proved his mettle by winning the
first game, setting up a strong contest. Gukesh
won Game 4 to tie the match and after a series of
draws, Gukesh played an enterprising Game 11 to
take the lead; Ding fought back brilliantly to tie
the match again with a strong win in Game 12.
The strategies of both players were evident. Gu-
kesh played strong openings and exhibited tenac-
ity in trying to gain advantages in near equal posi-
tions as the games progressed. Ding’s plan
seemed to be to secure a stalemate in the classical
games and to drag the match into the shorter ra-
pid and if need be, blitz formats, and to use his
strength in terms of experience. Sticking to his
strategy of pushing through equal positions, Gu-
kesh had the last laugh.

The Chennai-born Grandmaster’s mental
toughness and wisdom beyond his age have been
his calling card. His steady rise was due to his de-
dication and his accelerated path to glory was
helped by the work done by his seconds — Gu-
kesh revealed their names only after the match —
besides the mentoring by GM Anand’s West-
Bridge Anand Chess Academy. His versatile
game, built on an innate ability to calculate
moves deeply on the board, kept him in good
stead against his more experienced opponent.
The surge of young Indian talent to the top eche-
lons of world chess in recent years — compatriot
GMs Arjun Erigaisi and R. Praggnanandhaa are in
the top 15 along with Gukesh — raised expecta-
tions of another Indian world champion in chess.
The youngsters have pushed each other to do
their best. Gukesh won a strong Candidates tour-
nament to emerge as Ding’s challenger and his
prowess was evident following his individual gold
winning performances in the Chennai and Bu-
dapest Chess Olympiads, the latter being India’s
first gold in the team event. His next frontier
would be to reach the heights scaled by the
world’s strongest chess player, Magnus Carlsen.
Gukesh becoming the world champion would al-
so motivate his Indian compatriots and will add a
fillip to the growth of modern chess as a sport
and vocation in the country of its birth.

E ighteen-year-old D. Gukesh has made his-
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A legend, made

. Eighteen-year-old D. Gukesh has made history by becoming the
18th world chess champion, making him the youngest to achieve this
feat and emulating Viswanathan Anand, the only other Indian to
achieve this honor.

18 FTel & &Y. w1 SfAeTH T U 1841 e erader AR 57y 1
Hifdaa Tt forar, SO 98 998 &7 37 & 38 Qae Siide arer
TGS g7 3R 3o8iet AETTyeT A AT RE T FFATT I gIiaeT
TRaT, ST 39 TFATT Hl Yo Bl alel ThATT 3ed JARAT g1

. Gukesh managed his feat after a blunder made by the reigning
world champion, Ding Liren of China, on the 55th move, Rf2, in the
14th and final classical game of the match.

I & Tg 3T faeg AR, o forer (<o) qamr A= & «+ 149
3R 3fae AT @ar # 550 FieH W FT A0 Tl Rf2, & §16
g ae &

. The game was headed towards a draw, but with Gukesh
pressing for any advantage in a rook-bishop-pawn endgame and
having an extra pawn, it took just one misstep for Ding to lose his crown.

el 31 & A 9¢ T@T T, oifhet Ier F falt oft omer & v gama
91T A 3R ET @cH At DT 7 3R 390 g9 e faRed
ogTET AT, 3R T el & B9 3796 arer @r 981

. Ding was in poor form prior to the match but proved his mettle by
winning the first game, setting up a strong contest.

37 FT & 9gt WUT BiH H & Afhad 3o dgal ol SAdeT 39T
drehd &7 Yee faRam 3R v Aolgd HepTol T |

. Gukesh won Game 4 to tie the match and after a series of draws,
Gukesh played an enterprising Game 11 to take the lead.

TR o AA 4 SNART HT T SIS T =7 3R g7 & alg Hf; T
HGAT H, Th o Teh TEH AA 11 Yol §6d Fa1T |

. Ding fought back brilliantly to tie the match again with a strong win
in Game 12.

397 9 emefer alieh @ Fehreerm a1 IR AT 12 F g Sfid & Ay
AT T & e 9T R
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e The strategies of both players were evident. Gukesh played strong openings and
exhibited tenacity in trying to gain advantages in near equal positions.

alet [@enfsat $r wEhfaar Tase oOf| Iher & Aoy 3qEeA Yo 3R RT3 HAT
feafeat 3 omer e aet & geen RS

o Ding’s plan seemed to be to secure a stalemate in the classical games and to drag the
match into the shorter rapid and, if needed, blitz formats.

fer &1 Ao AT Wal 7 Ruwar g & 3R AT #1 s AR IR WA @
dr foees BiHeE H of S & T W@ A

o Gukesh’s mental toughness and wisdom beyond his age have been his calling card.
THeT I ACREF goal AN FT 37 F W 3oThr FAST 3% Tgame et W@ &l

o His steady rise was due to his dedication and his accelerated path to glory was helped
by the work done by his seconds, besides the mentoring by GM Anand’s WestBridge
Anand Chess Academy.

3eThl SRR THIdT 3oTdh FHUUT & HRUT WY 3R 37 doit & HgAdT T 3R Faar
H 3Tk Qs @RI fohaT 13T &1 3R GM 3MTeig Y dvefast g AT THsHt ganrT
AnTed T & #ieg f

o His versatile game, built on an innate ability to calculate moves deeply on the board,
kept him in good stead against his more experienced opponent.

39 fafdy @, ST A o 1Y aOF F =Grel F BT WA FeAAT GTHAIT R
TR AT, F 3¢ 391 31UF 3epe7ar gfdicddy & e Fherdn e |

e The surge of young Indian talent to the top echelons of world chess has raised
expectations of another Indian world champion in chess.

faeg oS A gar HRA IFA#t T IHR ARt # T R HRAY favg A=
T 3FAel @I Fer @ &

e Gukesh won a strong Candidates tournament to emerge as Ding’s challenger and his
prowess was evident following his individual gold-winning performances in the Chennai
and Budapest Chess Olympiads, the latter being India’s first gold in the team event.

T3 o FFSTH AT Sliaa Ber & qaldiwat & &9 & 39 AR 3ot gaiorer Soars
3R TEIFE AW AW AZH H AFAT FG07 ST & §1g TI¢ g%, o a1 e
A 3dT F ARG FT ggaT Tt 27|

o His next frontier would be to reach the heights scaled by the world’s strongest chess
player, Magnus Carlsen.

3eAhT 3T ArGT T & Had Holed Aol TWelST, ATTH FTerdt, SanT AT I
SATSAT & Tl HT G

e Gukesh becoming the world champion would also motivate his Indian compatriots and
will add a flip to the growth of modern chess as a sport and vocation in the country of its
birth.

TR 1 TaRT AT Fofell 3ofh AR A Wenfsat o IR w3 AR gg st
& Tl 3R TaaT F T H AR & 30 TP T T 77 3= S|
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Should the executive have the power to pardon?

|GS Paper Il: Pardoning Power ]

‘ PARLEY |

nited States President Joe Biden's

recent decision to pardon his son

Hunter Biden for any federal crimes

he committed or may have committed
between January 1, 2014, and December 1, 2024
has brought renewed focus on the expansive
clemency powers granted to the President by
the U.S. Constitution. The President’s volte-face
has provoked strong condemnation from both
Republicans and Democrats. Should the
executive possess clemency powers? Sanjay
Hedge and Alok Prasanna Kumar discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited excerpts:

Should the executive power of clemency rest
with the legislature to avert misuse?

Sanjay Hegde: Vesting clemency powers in the
legislature could prove equally susceptible to
corruption and majority rule. Historically, the
power to pardon originated from the British
monarchy as an attribute of sovereignty,
enabling the king to absolve any wrongdoing.
Even today, the Constitution acknowledges
scenarios where it is imperative to trust a high
officeholder to judiciously exercise such
discretionary authority when required.

Alok Prasanna Kumar: | agree. During the
debates on the U.S. Constitution, Alexander
Hamilton, the first Secretary of the Treasury,
acknowledged that the exercise of clemency is
inherently political and cannot be reduced toa
purely legal process. He argued that this power
should be vested in a single constitutional
officeholder, instead of being subjected to the
whims of collective discretion. He also pointed
out that the power of pardon introduced an
element of mercy, which he believed was
necessary to temper the rigours of the criminal
justice system. He saw it as a means for true
justice to prevail in cases where the law could
not account for circumstances or moral factors
beyond the scope of judicial proceedings.

Should an independent clemency
commission replace the existing system to
ensure more objective and informed
decision-making?

APK: Even if an independent clemency
commission were established, its advice would
not be binding on the President. While the
President may seek a range of information to
make a reasoned decision, as former President
Harry Truman famously stated, “the buck stops
here.” Transparency is important, and in today’s
age of social media and a free press, the public

U.S. President Joe Biden with his son Hunter Biden at the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago, Illinois. REUTERS

will likely be aware of the reasons behind a
presidential decision. However, that does not
guarantee that every decision will be
immediately acceptable to the public at large.

SH: The public doesn’t always agree with
clemency decisions. One of the most notable
examples is when U.S. President Gerald Ford
pardoned his predecessor, Richard Nixon. He
believed that the country had endured enough
during the Watergate scandal and that the
matter should be put to rest, as Nixon had
already been punished by losing the presidency.
He felt that a criminal trial would only prolong
the nation’s agony. At the time, special
prosecutor Leon Jaworski chose not to challenge
this decision.

In contrast, the clemency system in India has
not been widely abused. Former Presidents such
as A.P.]. Abdul Kalam and Pratibha Patil have
only sat on files, exercising a pocket veto
whenever they disagreed with government
advice. The pardon jurisdiction for non-capital
offences has rarely been exercised.

Would expanding the scope of judicial
review over executive clemency decisions
prevent potential overreach or misuse?

SH: 1 don’t think the U.S. will ever adopt such a
system. President-elect Donald Trump has
expressed an inclination to pardon rioters
involved in the January 6, 2021, Capitol attack.
There are also speculations that President Biden
may pre-emptively pardon several individuals
before he demits office. I doubt the judiciary will
step in to second-guess the President’s authority
in these matters.

In India, both the President and the Governor

ee

When it comes to clemency, defining what
constitutes abuse or misuse is challenging,
especially when the power itselfis not clearly
defined. For example, in 20 years, one might
argue that granting clemency to Hunter
Biden was one of Joe Biden’s best decisions.
We lack the foresight to deem such decisions
egregiously wrong at this moment.

ALOK KUMAR PRASANNA

act on the aid and advice of the Cabinet. In fact,
the Supreme Court in Epuru Sudhakar v. State of
Andhra Pradesh (2006) affirmed that a
Governor’s grant of pardon could be challenged
in court if it was found to be mala fide or based
on irrelevant considerations.

APK: I don't believe that clemency decisions
can be judicially reviewable. The concept of
mercy is inherently subjective, and there cannot
be one inalienable understanding of it. We also
have to understand that constitutional
functionaries inevitably bring their personal
biases to bear on these decisions. While courts,
as seen in India, may intervene in instances of
procedural violations, there are no definitive
legal benchmarks to determine what constitutes
an appropriate exercise of clemency. Ultimately,
it is unreasonable to assert that mercy should
have one fixed meaning under the Constitution,
or that clemency should be confined to a
specific category of political cases.

Should U.S. Congress play a greater role in
the process? For instance, the Protecting Our
Democracy Act, reintroduced in Congress
Iast year, mandates the White House disclose
all materials the President relies on when
exercising clemency powers.

SH: Even if Congress were to pass a law, it could
only serve to guide the process. Clemency
powers are unique — they speak to the inherent
humanity shared by both the one who grants
mercy and the one who receives it. There may
be cases where a penalty has been imposed and
the legal process is complete, yet new evidence
emerges that calls for reconsideration. It is
impossible to legislate strict standards,
especially since they would never be binding.
We have seen this discretionary authority play
out when President Andrew Johnson pardoned
Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd, the physician who
treated John Wilkes Booth's broken leg after he
assassinated Abraham Lincoln.

APK: No law can entirely prevent its misuse. If

someone in a position of authority is
determined to break the law, there is little the
law itself can do to stop them. While
mechanisms can be put in place to ensure that
such actions have stringent repercussions, total
prevention is impossible to attain. For instance,
we see police officers routinely abuse their
powers of arrest.

When it comes to clemency, defining what
constitutes abuse or misuse is challenging,
especially when the power itself is not clearly
defined. For example, in 20 years, one might
argue that granting clemency to Hunter Biden
was one of the best decisions made by Joe Biden.
We lack the foresight to deem such decisions
egregiously wrong at this moment.

‘What reforms are necessary in India’s
clemency process, and what lessons can be
drawn from the Hunter Biden case?

SH: Given the nature of the power, one can at
best have guidelines. However, ultimately
executive discretion has to be trusted. We have
seen our former Presidents exhibit varied views
regarding the death penalty. One can also see
how gubernatorial discretion played out in the
release of A.G. Perarivalan, one of the convicts
in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. The
Governor obstructed his release despite the
Tamil Nadu government’s recommendation.
Ultimately, the Supreme Court had to intervene
and order his release. The use of clemency
powers in the case also signified the closing of a
long and painful chapter. While public curiosity
may lead to second-guessing these decisions, it
is often not in the greater public interest to do
50.

APK: [ believe comprehensive reforms are
needed in the system of release of convicts. The
Supreme Court is already cognisant of a batch of
petitions on this issue. We need to prioritise
reformative justice. Reformation is only
achievable when individuals are given the
assurance that, through good behaviour and
genuine repentance, they may earn an early
release — serving, for instance, seven years
instead of 14. While these convicts have been
incarcerated for legitimate reasons, the state
must focus on their rehabilitation, as some of
them have the potential to become valuable
members of society. We should expedite
processes like parole and remission, ensuring
mercy extends beyond just death penalty cases.
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Should the executive have the power to pardon?

T FRIITART & I ATH ¢ AT afFa a1 arfge?

United States President Joe Biden’s recent decision to pardon his son
Hunter Biden for any federal crimes committed between January 1,
2014, and December 1, 2024 has brought focus on the clemency
powers granted to the President by the U.S. Constitution.
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H FAGY 1, 2014 ¥ REET 1, 2024 d& v arv fFdr off gl rqRmer
& AT Ay e F vy o Tseufa + YT i 7§ ATH i afFTAT W
AT THT T B

o This decision has provoked strong condemnation from both Republicans and
Democrats. Should the executive possess clemency powers?

30 fAUT o oRTsIard 3 SAhew i\l & FI folar g dr g1 F=1 Frdurfere &
I ATHN &oT T AT @Al AMRT?

e Sanjay Hegde: Vesting clemency powers in the legislature could prove equally
susceptible to corruption and majority rule. Historically, the power to pardon originated
from the British monarchy as an attribute of sovereignty.

T §IS: ATHT HY ATFAAT Y AR 7 o1 37T € arveraR AR TgAT A 5
gfa dacaelier & @orar &1 aef@s &9 4, AT e i afag ffesr e &
3ot gs o, ' ardsitAca &1 e AT Sar anl

Pl
o Alok Prasanna Kumar: | agree. During the debates on the U.S. Constitution,
Alexander Hamilton, the first Secretary of the Treasury, acknowledged that the
exercise of clemency is inherently political and cannot be reduced to a purely legal
process.

Irelleh Yol FAN: H TEA g GgFd TsT ARG F@fAuer R 580 & R,
TAFAsT ¢fAeed, S Uge FNEIR g9 &, 7 E&ar Far & arfr e i gfsar
TIHTT A A glcl § 3N S/ Shdel Teh Fefet UFATH A& dcell ST FeheT|

e Hamilton argued that this power should be vested in a single constitutional
officeholder, instead of being subjected to the whims of collective discretion.

tffced & o T & a8 ufed v gdufae FRTEEU HF & JEr TR, g
s T Ig wHfew fads & germa # gl

¢ Hamilton saw clemency as a means for true justice to prevail when the law could not
account for circumstances or moral factors beyond the scope of judicial proceedings.

gifcesT & AT i Hod AT & T A WT, 9 Flefed #AAS HIAAET HI TAT & RN
affeufaat a7 Afaw FR* &1 fOe F& FT Fovar am|

e Alok Prasanna Kumar: Even if an independent clemency commission were
established, its advice would not be binding on the President.

TP JHedA FAR: TgT doh o PR Teh TIAT AT 9T T1f0d fhar Sme, ar
ST TATE oI TN ATEFRRY LT g1afv|

e The President may seek a range of information to make a reasoned decision, as former
President Harry Truman stated, “the buck stops here.”

Isgafa v arefe Ao o & o JAffied 9eR #r JeeRT 9ed a) Jod &,
ot fon qd Tegufa 8 gAT e an, et w ok smar 1

e Inthe current age of social media and a free press, the public will likely be aware of the
reasons behind a presidential decision, but it does not guarantee universal acceptance.

Hierer #Hf3AT 3R FaaT 9WF 56 A T H, FdAAs T 8 Togafa & Ao &
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S & HRON A SATdad HT GHTT §, dfdhed SR Ao Ig a1 b & [AvTT &r
gradifAs &7 ¥ TR fFar sreem|

Sanjay Hegde: The public doesn’t always agree with clemency decisions. One notable
example is when U.S. President Gerald Ford pardoned his predecessor Richard
Nixon after the Watergate scandal.

T o13: Widslloleh & A ATH &of & AU @ gARm FgAlT 761 gl Toh yoq@
3ATE0T § 1 ARFY IWegafd SIes 618 A ae@ie Fi3 & a6 YT qaddi R4S
AFgsT 1 A6 TR

Ford believed that the country had endured enough during the scandal and that the
matter should be put to rest as Nixon had already been punished by losing the
presidency.

IS T AT AT fh S o FHIS & GRIT HIHT FSC Aol & AR 3T AMHT HI TATCT
W ST TIRT Fifh A & ggel & Usgufd 9 @I Tl f&er gt 2|

In contrast, the clemency system in India has not been widely abused. Former
Presidents such as A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and Pratibha Patil have rarely exercised their
power of pardon for non-capital offenses.

38 A, AR 7 AR ST T JOTTelr T A9 FT § geuAT g1 fhar T g
q@ eeafd S el srege wemw 3R welte wifte Y Al & srawt & fow amag
& Hefr 3roelr AR Fr erfdrd & 3uer fRa B

Expanding the Scope of Judicial Review Over Executive Clemency
Decisions

FRGR AR Aot W ~aRe g & R &1 R[AEaR S0
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SH: | don’t think the U.S. will ever adopt such a system. President-elect Donald Trump
has expressed an inclination to pardon rioters involved in the January 6, 2021, Capitol
attack. There are also speculations that President Biden may pre-emptively pardon
several individuals before he demits office. | doubt the judiciary will step in to second-
guess the President’s authority in these matters.

SH: 2t g1 ofarelm foh Z.ud. el Tar yorell 3r9eAreen| sgufa-fadifaa seres gra
6m2021ﬁgmmﬁammﬁmmﬁmmﬁm
% 3TlTdT, VY 3ol ¢ foh USEUTA QTS 37U FATTT DS T Ugel s cTFAdl
HI UEe { &TAT FX Tl ¢ A W & o AUl 37 AACT 7 wogufa
JITURIRAT A P gEARTT LT |

In India, both the President and the Governor act on the aid and advice of the Cabinet.
In fact, the Supreme Court in Epuru Sudhakar v. State of Andhra Pradesh (2006)
affirmed that a Governor’s grant of pardon could be challenged in court if it was found to
be mala fide or based on irrelevant considerations.

R &, Weeafa 3R TsuTe it Ffaste Fr Tag 3R TGERar | &1 R &1 aEdg
#, TY,T GUIHT ToIH AT Y YU (2006) AHAS &, AT FE o Ig Yo H b
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Ife TSTUTT FT &TATCIA HATHISS AT UG fGaRT W) 3TUIRT 9rar se ar 38
AT # Al & ST Hevell B

e APK: I don’t believe that clemency decisions can be judicially reviewable. The concept
of mercy is inherently subjective, and there cannot be one inalienable understanding of
it. We also have to understand that constitutional functionaries inevitably bring their
personal biases to bear on these decisions.

APK: {31 8l @ f& ararerer foTl & =anfies wafiam & o |endt &1 aam
fuia Fannfids ¥ & AfFan® §, 3R ST HIS FTURCAT FHAST 6T & Tl
gH g ot gaAsEr gen o daufas 3feRT s Aot & AfEed & & 396
IfFeTd g&TqTc |ig FI gHTfad X gl

e While courts, as seen in India, may intervene in instances of procedural violations,
there are no definitive legal benchmarks to determine what constitutes an appropriate
exercise of clemency. Ultimately, it is unreasonable to assert that mercy should have
one fixed meaning under the Constitution, or that clemency should be confined to a
specific category of political cases.

STtk AR H 31cTold YhATcH® Jedddl & Al H gTd8lT e Hohdl g, ofhed ITg
fuiRa #tar & T H15 Tose FeEh AREs 767 € 6 Far ve 3R AR @7
37T g1 3dd: TE 3T & fF gar &1 gfaus & dgd ve fafead 3 g anfRw,
7 fF &G &1 dhadl T TATISe TAAlfas AHS & Ao d AT fohar S=r
ElY

e Should U.S. Congress play a greater role in the process? For instance, the
Protecting Our Democracy Act, reintroduced in Congress last year, mandates the
White House disclose all materials the President relies on when exercising clemency
powers.

41 FANS FAT A 37 9fFar # T371 H{fAF v TfRT? eI F [T,
Protecting Our Democracy Act, 3t R T FRIW & T & Jer fFam aram o,
TEIST §I3H & Ig Ay FLaT ¢ & a8 Usgufar ganT &TAIGgHT AfFad &1 Jaer &l
A9 O gl W AR Ear § 39 aaefas

e SH: Even if Congress were to pass a law, it could only serve to guide the process.
Clemency powers are unique — they speak to the inherent humanity shared by both the
one who grants mercy and the one who receives it. There may be cases where a penalty
has been imposed and the legal process is complete, yet new evidence emerges that
calls for reconsideration.

SH: 87T 8 A Teh dlofel TR HX, T§ shaol IihdT AT ARG el & & H H
FX THdT §| &TAGT AfFaAT IgfadT § — 7 39 Farenfas ATl H TFd Il &
ST AT ¢t aTel AR 38 9Ted ol aTel alsdl H ATSIT gl &l T #ATHe gf dhd o
STgT Ueh G5 ol a1a1 &1 AR efelt Sishar g 81, T off &1 JAT0T Aot 377 § St
geT: TaEROT & HTGeTehdl T &

e ltis impossible to legislate strict standards, especially since they would never be binding.
We have seen this discretionary authority play out when President Andrew Johnson
pardoned Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd, the physician who treated John Wilkes
Booth’s broken leg after he assassinated Abraham Lincoln.
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HOR ATl I Hlefell T T oF] HAT IJEHT ¢, WA Fhifh I FHsl qegary w18
gl gl Sur ¢ b I faderlier 3iR&R a9 & 3dr § S Isgufa vsy S o
sl XA IATaAsT AFS A &TAT foham, S 30 Rifehcds ¥ Gegial i Rearw gu
TSETH Tt 1 g1 & oG 38k g W @ Sollor fohar 7|

e APK: No law can entirely prevent its misuse. If someone in a position of authority is
determined to break the law, there is little the law itself can do to stop them. While

mechanisms can be put in place to ensure that such actions have stringent
repercussions, total prevention is impossible to attain.

APK: &1$ 81 &Iefel S8 GoUAIT & U e & Ush g1 Tohell| i HIS PR
STed SATFA FITe T ASA HT GG Hehed AT &, A Flefed 38 AhoA & AT 9gd &
AT I WehaT| Safh W Frarsdl & fov wed Rome gafRad @ & fov aF
T FRAT ST Hehel &, el AhUTH 3T &

o Forinstance, we see police officers routinely abuse their powers of arrest. When it

comes to clemency, defining what constitutes abuse or misuse is challenging, especially
when the power itself is not clearly defined.

3STEXVT & AT, g7 qfow 3Rl & Fafad §9 & 3oweh TReardy afedar @
G F §U ST 1 9 A1 &THIGH T I §, A Jg IR wen 5
GEUNAT AT ITeAc] 3TN FAT §, YoAlOT §, Tt o1 Afed ge T &7 4
afenfa & g

e For example, in 20 years, one might argue that granting clemency to Hunter Biden was
one of the best decisions made by Joe Biden. We lack the foresight to deem such
decisions egregiously wrong at this moment.

3ETEX0T & foIT, 20 AT 91, HIS TE doh I TohdT ¢ foh X SIS I &TAT Call ST
158 AT fordm a7 J9d 3reoT AU 7| gAR 9 38 §AY U ARl @ e
T @ Id AN T IG™e 6T 2

e What reforms are necessary in India’s clemency process, and what lessons can
be drawn from the Hunter Biden case?

R & arATerer fdhar & sia-of FurRt 1 sraegwar ¢, 3R & amsa aa @
Fia-dY W@ N ST TR 87

e SH: Given the nature of the power, one can at best have guidelines. However, ultimately
executive discretion has to be trusted. We have seen our former Presidents exhibit
varied views regarding the death penalty. One can also see how gubernatorial
discretion played out in the release of A.G. Perarivalan, one of the convicts in the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case.

SH: AfFd & FaeTd 1 WA §U, HIW 3reaT S fhar o whar § a5 @ Renfada
gTelifeh, Add: FEFR Gde W fIeard wE arigul &= ¢ar & & gar @@
Tsgufaat o Aegeas & IR # e giewor Gaw 31T a5 o @ d&d § & el
e} geAT AT H U gy ULl WiRkarad S Ree 7 Tsgarer & fads &1 Fa
a:rq‘lm;rgaﬂ

e APK: I believe comprehensive reforms are needed in the system of release of convicts.
The Supreme Court is already cognisant of a batch of petitions on this issue. We need
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to prioritize reformative justice.

APK: #T favarg & b Il 1 Rers &1 ufshar & cardes UR T 3TaegendT g

FAT FIE UE &1 30 HE W S AR F a9 g1 §H

Beijing’s war against air pollution

Beijing in 2015 had pollution levels similar to those in Delhi today. However, through coordinated effort over several years, Beijing reduced its pollution by

one-third between 2013 and 2017 by learning from Beijings approach, Delhi can implement effective strategies to tackle its air pollution problem

Rohit Azad
Shouvik Chakraborty

eijing, with a yearly average air
quality index (AQI) of 144, was
as polluted in 2015 as Delhi is
today (Delhi’s average is 155 for
2024). But in the interim, Beijing has
managed to cut its pollution level by
one-third with the most significant fall
spanning between 2013 and 2017 (Chart
1. To be sure, ng's pollution control
programme dates back to 1998 which laid
the foundation for this aggressive last
phase of the programme, which was
termed a “war against air pollution”.

Why discuss Beijing in the context of
Delhi?

Beijing is the capital of an emerging
economy, as is Delhi. So, if Beijing could
manage what it did at its stage of
development, Delhi could and needs to,
as well.

There are many similarities between
Beijing in 2013 and Delhi today. Chart 2
compares the sources of pollution for the
two cities.

For Delhi, we have used the winter
months’ data because that is the most
updated el inventory available.
Moreover, much like Beijing, the regional
contribution to pollutants by
neighbouring areas/States of the national
capital region (NCR) is also high,
especially during the winter months.
While local emissions need to be
controlled, without a concerted collective
effort by the entire NCR region, just as
Beijing achieved, it would be difficult to
win this battle against air pollution.

What did Beijing do?
With rapid economic growth in Beijing,
the ambient concentration of pollutants
increased rapidly by the late 1990s. By
2017, Beijing's energy consumption had
grown by 74% compared to 1998.
Unfortunately, a rapid increase in
isation and en «con i
meant higher emissions of pollutants.
Things were particularly made worse
because the heating in Beijing's
residential properties was heavily
coal-dependent.

Beijing’s 20-year anti-pollution
programme can be divided into three
phases - 1998-2008; 2009-12; 2013-17. One
common theme that ran through the
entire effort was not shock-and-awe but a
careful and slowly built-up plan with
people’s participation, which was run
auronomously by the local government of
Beijing.

Sources of pollution in Beijing were
broadly identified as energy structures
and coal combustion (contributing 22% to
PM2.5), transportation structures (31%),
and construction and industrial
structures (33%).

For the first source, three steps were
taken — ultra-low emission renovation
and clean energy alternatives in power
plants, renovation of coalfired boilers,
and elimination of civil bulk coal
consumption used for residential heating.

For transportation infrastructure, the
government first retrofitted cars and
public service vehicles with diesel
particulate filters (DPF) and gradually
tightened emission standards. Then it
went for scrapping, through subsidies
instead of decree, of “yellow-labeled
vehicles (heavy pollutant-emitting
vehicles). Subway and bus infrastructure
was overhauled and expanded at a rapid
rate, along with optimising the urban
layout.

As for the industrial and construction
activities, tightening environmental
requirements, intensifying end-of-pipe

on pollution

Turning the tide

Beijing's battle against air pellution provides a useful framework for
Delhi. Withimproved transpertation, stricter regulations, and regional
collaboration, Delhi can follow a similar path to cleaner air
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Chart 2: PM2.5 source apportionment for Beijing and Delhi

Pedestrians walk along the Kartavya Path engulfed in thick smog, near
India Gate, in New Delhi, on November 18. AFP

Chart 4: Measure-specific fall in pollutants in Beijing
Contribution of each measure in fall of air
pollutants between 2013-17 {in %)
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Chart 5: Financial investment to control
air pollution in Beijing (in billion yuan)
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(EOP) treatment, eliminating obsolete
industrial capacity, creating a green
construction management model,
efficient washing facilities, and
implementing video monitoring with
penal action against violators of
construction sites were some of the steps
taken.

The last leg of the plan (2013-17)
especially focused on the need for
regional cooperation, with five adjoining
provinees around Beijing coming together
to chalk out a collective plan for reducing
ambient pollution in the region. This
cooperation had a remarkable effect in
reducing the level of pollution.

‘What did Beijing achieve? And how?
As a result of this meticulously planned
strategy at multiple levels, sulphur
dioxide, nitrogen oxide, volatile organic
compounds (VOCs), and PM2.5, the four
major pollutants targeted under the
policy, fell by 83%, 43%, 42% and 59%
respectively between 2013-17 (Chart 3).
Since most activities produce multiple
pollutants, albeit to differing degrees,
targeting a source meant reducing all the
associated pollutants.

Chart 4 shows how by targeting each
source, multiple pollutants were
controlled.

The single most important factor in
Beijing achieving its goal, apart from
planning to the last detail, was the
financial investment that the government
committed to.

Chart 5 shows a whopping six-time
jump in investment within just four years.
All the steps enumerated above required
heavy investment and the government
did not shy away from making and

fulfilling those commitments.
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What can Delhi learn from the Beijing
experience?

There are ideas galore on controlling
pollution, and Beijing is a perfect example
to learn from. We list some here, there are
more.

Firstly, since private transport is the
biggest contributor to local pollution, an
efficient and comfortable bus-metra
integrated transport system needs to be in
place. Delhi’s DTC bus fleet is not only old
but also grossly inadequate for a
population of this city’s size. The metro is
an excellent means of transport but is
quite expensive, with almost zero
last-mile connectivity provided by the
State. 0ld vehicles need to be scrapped at
the earliest through a well-thought-out
subsidy-for-scrap programme, instead of
banning them. Exclusive cycling and
walking lanes should be built throughout
the city. Other ideas, such as
cross-subsidisation through affordable
public transport and expensive private
transport (cars and motorcycles) using
congestion or high parking charges, as
well as separate fuel costs for the two
modes of transport, could be
experimented with. An urban layout is
needed where places of work and
residence are brought closer, alleviating
the need for long-distance travel.

Secondly, Delhi’s elec!
supplied primarily through coal
plants. The energy system needs a serious
overhaul both from the sides of supply
and demand. Subsiding solar roof tops
and connecting it to the grid with
electricity bill discounts could be one
such step in this regard.

Thirdly, much like the Beijing plan,
Delhi needs to coordinate with
neighbouring regions, instead of being at

loggerheads, to control other sources
which originate in these regions. Such a
step may work in their collective interests,

Last but not least, the people of Delhi
need to fight for the right w clean air and
hold the government accountable instead
of normalising poor AQIs as being better
than severe ones. Prolonged exposure to
pollutants, even in the poor AQI zone (for
a larger part of the year), may be as
dangerous as a short period of severe AQI
in October and November every year.
This change in attitude itself may go a
long way in building pressure on the
governments.

Unfortunately, it i it the lack of ideas
but political will which is stopping Delhi
from acting. It is the same reel playing out
every year. Air in the very harmful zone
for weeks with schools closing down, the
young and the elderly gasping for breath
through the day is the new normal in the
winter months in Delhi. And what does
the government do? The Centre blames
the State and vice versa while they have
both heen in office for a decade. Neither
of them is serious or even vaguely
interested in solving the problem.
Schools, offices, and individuals look for
solutions in the form of air purifiers, but
private protection for a public bad is by
definition exclusivist, with especially the
disadvantaged, who contribute the least
to the problem, getting a raw deal. Delhi
deserves a better response. It is high time
that the government, both at the Centre
and the State, listened and acted.

Rohit Azad is a faculty at the Centre for
Economics Studies and Planning,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
and Shouvik Chakraborty is a Research
Assistant Professor at the Political Econormy
Research Institute, Amherst, U.S.
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Beijing's approach to air
pollution involved a long-term,
coordinated effort with a focus
on regional cooperation and
comprehensive policies across
multiple sectors,

Key measures included
improving transpartation
infrastructure, retrofitting
vehicles, scrapping old
vehicles, and enhancing
industrial regulations

-

Delhi can adopt similar
strategies, focusing on
integrated transport systems,
regional collaboration, and
stricter emission controls to
combat its pollution crisis.
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Beijing’s war against air pollution

SifSer &1 ag yeuor ¥ f@are ey

In 2015, Beijing's pollution levels were similar to Delhi's today (with
Delhi’s average AQI at 155 in 2024).

2015 #, AT F IUUT TR el F 3Mer F T & FAW & (2024 F
el 71 sitaa v.ag 3ms. 1558

e Beijing reduced its pollution by one-third between 2013 and 2017.
ST & 2013 & 2017 &F o 39 gguoT Fr TH-fawTs FA |

e Beijing's air quality program started in 1998, laying the foundation for the aggressive
phase of the "war against air pollution".

SNfSier T arg I[oraET FEAFA 1998 H Y& FI;T o1, FFHA Tg0T F e ey &
TS TOT HY T @

o Delhi and Beijing share many similarities, such as being capitals of emerging
economies.

feeelt 3y fifSr # w5 gaEae § X At IR rdaaTyTt A IS g

o Beijing’s pollution sources in 2013 were broadly identified as:

@)
@)
@)

@)

@)

@)

Energy structures & coal combustion (22% of PM2.5)
Transportation structures (31%)
Industrial & construction activities (33%)

HATSTIT & FgWoT Hidl T Tgarel 2013 H 3§ FehR & 5 oT:
Foll TITATT 3R RIFAT STeled (PM2.5 FT 22%)
qRagsT TITITT (31%)

e i FEoT afaRfeat (33%)

e Between 1998-2008, 2009-2012, and 2013-2017, Beijing focused on:

@)
@)

o

o

Ultra-low emission renovations & clean energy alternatives for power plants
Coal-fired boiler renovation and elimination of bulk coal consumption for
residential heating

Diesel particulate filters for cars and public service vehicles

Overhauled subway and bus infrastructure, with regional cooperation for pollution
control

*+1998-2008, 2009-2012 3R 2013-2017 & &=, fifgier o AeaAfaf@d W e
Ffed fham

gTaR Telied & folv 3fegr-off TfAee Adieor 3R Taos Fal ey
PIAAT-SYT Tl SITeRT T AdE0T 3R 3mariT §ifEar & AT bulk FHer
Tud $r AT

HRI 3R ArEeIfelsn dar aesil & fav Sere diéghee ftheey

a3 I8 SIPECFR T GUR AR 9euor =07 & v ey agaier

e 2013-17: Targeted pollutants in Beijing decreased by:
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Sulphur dioxide: 83%

Nitrogen oxides: 43%

Volatile organic compounds (VOCs): 42%
PM2.5: 59%

*2013-17 & GNTeT SIfSer 7 ofd Jeuent 7 Far 3718
o HeWI SISIFASS: 83%
o SISl 3FASsd: 43%
o arsgefie sifae Jifde (VOCs): 42%

o PM2.5: 59%**
Financial investment in the program increased sixfold in four years.

FFA # fadr A3 ) st & o7 7@ @

@)
@)
@)
@)

What can Delhi learn from the Beijing experience?

Reeh IS & g & w1 W wH 2
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Private transport is Delhi's biggest contributor to pollution. Focus on efficient,
comfortable public transport systems like bus-metro integration and scrap old
vehicles through subsidies.

fosht aftaeer faeel & wquor &1 @@ a1 FROT ¥1 WEafas IRags yonfeat @
I HEd F S TH-HY THHOT R WA qTEaAl FT AlwS F ATCIH F T
Cay

Delhi's electricity is still coal-fired. Overhaul the energy system with solar rooftops and
grid connection with electricity bill discounts.

faeelt it Rl arsft oft Frrem F Farclt ¥ FAT gore FT gUR F, S WK At 3R
fiis Fawwe & ary fereh e 7 gel

Regional cooperation with neighboring regions is essential to control external sources
of pollution.

YeWor & aedt dial #F afa w3 & v gl &=t & @ e geaer sraedw
gl

People must fight for clean air and hold the government accountable for high AQI.

ant Y 9% gaT F AT Fa¥ FE FIRT R WER i 3T AQI F AT FFAeR
g AR

Political will is a major challenge for Delhi in tackling pollution.

T 9qur ¥ favea # fieeh & v yoelfas seowfda ww asr gald &
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Lok Sabha passes Bill to amend the
Disaster Management Act of 2005

|GS Paper lil: DM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Thurs-
day passed a Bill to streng-
then the working of nation-
al and State disaster
management authorities,
with the Centre stressing
that the legislation will
help State governments
deal with disasters better.

The House cleared the
Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 by
a voice vote. Several
amendments moved by
the Opposition members
were negated.

Pointing out that State
governments had flagged
several difficulties in im-
plementing the Disaster
Management Act of 2005,
Union Minister Nityanand
Rai said the new Bill would

The new Bill seeks to bring clarity and convergence among

"

stakeholders in the field of disaster management. THULASI KAKKAT

not only overcome them
but also strengthen the dis-
aster management system.
The Bill seeks to bring clar-
ity and convergence
among stakeholders work-
ing in the field of disaster
management.

“When a disaster hits, it
hits the country as a

whole; this Bill will pre-
pare the country to handle
disasters better,” he said.
Many Opposition mem-
bers, however, said that
the Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill, 2024
only talks about creation of
a plethora of organisa-
tions. Saugata Roy of the

Trinamool Congress al-
leged that the Modi govern-
ment was not able to man-
age the pandemic properly
and a large number of peo-
ple died. He said, “This Bill
creates a plethora of organ-
isations and has added a
number of English terms”.
Captain Viriato Fer-
nandes of the Congress
said that while the mem-
bers were talking about fol-
lowing a holistic approach
to deal with disasters, the
Bill seemed to have gone
against that approach.
Another Congress mem-
ber, G.K. Padavi, pointed
out that climate change
had not been included in
the Bill and the word “com-
pensation” had been re-
placed with “relief”. “It
(promotes) over centralisa-
tion,” Mr. Padavi said.

Lok Sabha passes Bill to amend the Disaster
Management Act of 2005

AHIEHT o 2005 F 39eT vau=T JAAATT 7 Fae
¥ arar faggs g fRar

e The Lok Sabha on Thursday passed a Bill to strengthen the working of national and
State disaster management authorities, with the Centre stressing that the legislation
will help State governments deal with disasters better.

AFHFAT A TFAR F T 3R AT IHTIST Yaerr wfFon & Frit A FAsrqq F=
¥ foav ve Rdas aRa B, S &g @ a8 aR R & a8 Fepr T weant
Y IS F dgR aOF ¥ v F Ag Fm
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e The House cleared the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024 by a voice
vote.

¥HE F IGT YauT (HMee) fdas, 2024 :r eafer #q & A 4N
e Several amendments moved by the Opposition members were negated.
fuer & F$ FFT @R A v FAlE! F EFT w R mm
o Pointing out that State governments had flagged several difficulties in implementing the

Disaster Management Act of 2005, Union Minister Nityanand Rai said the new Bill
would not only overcome them but also strengthen the disaster management system.

$% TR & 7l Acaeie T & J§ qad g & To7 FHRI o 2005 F 3rger
yaus fafaas &t anp F@ § 7§ Ffoamat &1 awen Fa § we & T s
3T FATATHT P Faol o FWNM dfed IS Jaus gomelt F Y Foqa Hm|

o The Bill seeks to bring clarity and convergence among stakeholders working in the field
of disaster management.

s 3m9er geue & &7 F FRRa Raurs & @i Fosear AR wEsedar a= w7

YA HIT ¢

o “When a disaster hits, it hits the country as a whole; this Bill will prepare the country to
handle disasters better,” he said.

IS FI§ IIGT A §, A aE W A F WG F § I8 I Jawr w7 smoat
¥ dFR aF F A & Pw IR Fan 3w Fa

e Many Opposition members, however, said that the Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 only talks about creation of a plethora of organisations.

e, % Ruaft FeTy F #gr & 39T yausr (W) RYT®, 2024 dad RAffeT
et & @At Ay a1 w4 B

e Saugata Roy of the Trinamool Congress alleged that the Modi government was not
able to manage the pandemic properly and a large number of people died.

duadt & d@hna T 7 3R Temar F A TWER AFER B iF & yafdd aAg
X ¥ iR vw 9E & # oer AR v

o He said, “This Bill creates a plethora of organisations and has added a number of
English terms.”

3-gis Fer, "I RAYus [T gt &1 @AaAr w=ar § 3k #5336 et Fr
SsT =T gl
e Captain Viriato Fernandes of the Congress said that while the members were talking

about following a holistic approach to deal with disasters, the Bill seemed to have gone
against that approach.

FAT F Feea AN w8 F Far F FT9fF FerT uEnt F [Avea F T
THA GEHIT F9aA Y 91T W @ &, I8 @OIF 37 gewor F R@erw vl g
gl

e Another Congress member, G.K. Padavi, pointed out that climate change had not
been included in the Bill and the word “compensation” had been replaced with “relief”.

FEW & 0F AN WGET A& gl F garn F Fdww F Jaag Rada ; afdw
&1 B ar ¥ 3R ereg " A3TEST FY SEAH UEA FT AT AT B
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e ‘It (promotes) over-centralisation,” Mr. Padavi said.
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Bangladesh
team likely to
attend Vijay
Divas event

[PCs \

Moyurie Som
KOLKATA

Indian Army sources said
on Thursday that a delega-
tion from Bangladesh was
likely to attend the Vijay Di-
vas celebrations at the
Eastern Command head-
quarters here on Decem-
ber 16.

The day marks India’s
historic victory over Pakis-
tani forces in the 1971 Lib-
eration War and the conse-
quent  formation of
Bangladesh from erstwhile
East Pakistan.

Veterans to participate
Defence sources said the
Bangladeshi  delegation
might include muktijodd-
has (Bangladeshi freedom
fighters) who were part of
East Pakistan’s freedom
struggle in 1971.

This news follows high-
level talks between Indian
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri and Chief Adviser of
Bangladesh Muhammad
Yunus, Bangladeshi Fo-
reign Affairs Adviser Tou-
hid Hossein, and Foreign

Secretary Mohammad
Jashim Uddin in Dhaka on
Monday.

Mr. Misri’s visit came
two weeks after the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police had ar-
rested Hindu monk Chin-
moy Krishna Das in a sedi-
tion case, which led to a
sociopolitical turmoil on
both sides of the Bengal
border.
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Bangladesh team likely to attend Vijay Divas
event

T 1 &7 [T gy FRIFA & AT
a1 gATEAT

. December 16: Bangladesh delegation likely to attend Vijay Divas
celebrations at the Eastern Command headquarters.

16 ey aiereneer &1 wfafafdwse gl Fars Fearey # ey gy AR A
AT et T HATIAT B

. Vijay Divas marks India’s victory over Pakistani forces in the 1971
Liberation War and the formation of Bangladesh from East Pakistan.

fasra Raw sima A fasrg 1 Rfcgd wiar & mfdeare damst o 1971 giFd
ey 7 3R qdf wiferearer @ SRy F TS F i

. Veterans may participate, including muktijoddhas (freedom fighters)
from 1971 East Pakistan freedom struggle.

VT HEGET AT of Th 8, ToNetst FAiFaeien (Facaar a1 anfier g dad &
St 1971 & qdt wifrearer Tacdear @ad 1 fear

. Vikram Misri, Bangladesh Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, Touhid
Hossein, and Mohammad Jashim Uddin held high-level talks in Dhaka on
Monday.

faswar s, arremeer & AET FeEHR Hqerae g9, dlfte @, iR AgAg
A 3 o BIHAR &I ST H 3T-Fa0F a1l |

. Two weeks after the arrest of Chinmoy Krishna Das by Dhaka
Metropolitan Police in a sedition case, leading to sociopolitical turmoil.

al |edrg a1 arehT A iAW carT AT Feor g/ $1 Tsigle AHS &
PRy, s arnfore-Ierehfas sae-gue g3




General Ashok Raj Sigdel

India confers
honorary
rank on Nepal
Army chief

[PCs |

|?38 Paper II:cI;ldiJz.a~Nepal|

NDwDTCIT

President Droupadi Mur-
mu conferred the honor-
ary rank of ‘General of In-
dian Army’ on Nepal’s
Army chief General Ashok
Raj Sigdel at a ceremony
here on Thursday.

The honour was given to
him for his commendable
military prowess and im-
measurable contribution
to further fostering Nepal’s
long and friendly associa-
tion with India, according
to a statement issued by
the President’s office.

There has been a tradi-
tion set by Nepal and India
since 1950 of conferring
the title of Honorary Gen-
eral on the Army chief of
each other.

Nepal’s President Ram-
chandra Paudel last month
conferred the honorary
rank on Indian Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi
at a special ceremony — al-
so known as Sheetal Niwas
— in Kathmandu.
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India confers honorary rank on Nepal Army
chief

AR o AU QAT GG HY AlIG & varT

e President Droupadi Murmu conferred the honorary rank of ‘General of Indian
Army’ on Nepal’s Army chief General Ashok Raj Sigdel at a ceremony on
Thursday.

Tegafay Glad) T A AT F QA W e e o RIS I AR Jar
& SIaer’ &l Al I ¥R A Ueh HARIG H Yl fhar|

e The honour was given for commendable military prowess and contribution to
fostering Nepal’s long and friendly association with India.

Ig FFATA AER Ve Flerer 31X AT & HART & 91 o« 3 Paga gaut ¥
Ferar & A e o forv eI I

e The tradition of conferring the title of Honorary General has been followed by
Nepal and India since 1950.
AUt 3R HRA & AT 1950 & AWG AT T AT YeTd del I TR @l o

o Nepal’s President Ramchandra Paudel conferred the honorary rank on Indian
Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi last month at a ceremony in Kathmandu
(Sheetal Niwas).

Aurer & Iogufar Ty ST A HRAT FAT IHE TR e Al w1 oo
FE FTeHATE (ANl amw) # T FARE # AeIe 3w Yer= fama|
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PM to lay foundation
stone of Ken-Betwa river
linking work

eTTHA Shel-dddT oIl
B & FIA AT TRIAAT
@

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lay the
: foundation stone of the Ken-Betwa river

PM tO lay foundatlon Stone Of linking project in Madhya Pradesh on

: : : December 25, the birth anniversary of
I(QH‘Betwa I'1ver hnklng Work former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee, according

to Chief Minister Mohan Yadav.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lay the TUTTHEA AE A Fe-adar 74 =T F
foundation stone of the Ken-Betwa river linking T 2 5 R

project in Madhya Pradesh on December 25, the )
birth anniversary of former PM Atal Bihari Y I TN e faErt arerd v se

Vajpayee, said Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on STl & AT T IW, FEFHA HAger e
Thursday. Mr. Yadav was speaking to reporters & AR
on the completion of one year of his government «Mohan Yadav spoke to reporters about the

g

in the State. The project to link the Ken and completion of one year of his government in
Betwa rivers will benefit Chhatarpur, Panna, the state. '
Tikamgarh, Niwadi, Damoh, Shivpuri, Datia, AETHA A Ied o T H 3 THR

Raisen, Vidisha and Sagar districts of the State, FUF WA W 8l W IFhRI § Sradid $Hl
he said. It will provide water for irrigation in the « The project will benefit the districts of

Bundelkhand region of Madhya Pradesh and in Chhatarpur, Panna, Tikamgarh, Niwadi,
Uttar Pradesh. em Damoh, Shivpuri, Datia, Raisen, Vidisha,

and Sagar in Madhya Pradesh.
Ig IRIISTAT AET F&GA & SR, GoelT, TG, A, aaite, Rraqd, afam, wda,
fafgem, 3R AR el @1 @msr agaTee|

o It will provide water for irrigation in the Bundelkhand region of Madhya Pradesh and
in Uttar Pradesh.

g IRIISTAT AET YU & Joa@s &7 3 3w oo # A= & v awl ge=r )
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NEW YORK
Trump named Time magazine’s
‘Person of the Year’ for second time

. e 5 TNVUL o NPUR of S

LW (,‘~‘ MG | TENLE & N

A

Time magazine named Donald Trump its “Person of the Year” for
the second time, recognising his historic political comeback and
influence. The magazine highlighted his role in reshaping the
American presidency and driving a significant political realignment,
marking a notable moment in contemporary politics. ar

mmaﬁrwaﬁgm
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Trump named Time
magazine’s
‘Person of the
Year’ for second
time

FT & g 9
<BH 9RPFT & ‘qUe
A% g $IT AT

Time Names Donald Trump
"Person of the Year"

TEA o Belles TFT N "THA
IHE g I AfAa R

. Time magazine
named Donald Trump its
“Person of the Year” for the
second time, recognising his
historic political comeback
and influence.

A e o AATes Ty
F gl HE § §A gE
IR AT AT R, 3%

aeRe TeHAifaE argwd

e The magazine highlighted his role in reshaping the American presidency and driving a
significant political realignment, marking a notable moment in contemporary

politics.

AN o 3ok AR Togufa qg A T @ IER o 3R FAgeaqor Terefas
YeAR@OT &l YRT A & 3oTeh A9TETel Sl 3SR TohaT, SiT HHASTel Totelliad H Teh

FAEcaqUT &1oT A fAfRed & Bl
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mm@.;.w f i Somali federal forces retreat from
Somali federal forces retreatfrom 3, 5190 positions after clashes

Jubaland positions after clashes
AT T Je1 FEY F 916 JaTds
o Rufa @ I &

Somali Federal Troops Retreat from Jubaland

el welir At o Jarels F IS gead i aiwor

Somali federal troops have retreated from the southern Jubaland ° Somali federal trOOpS have retreated from the southern

region following clashes with regional forces led by Ahmed Madobe. ~ JUbaland reg ion foIIowing clashes with reg ional forces led by
The fighting, which occurred in Ras Kamboni, escalated tensions Ahmed Madobe
over a disputed election, with Jubaland officials claiming they ’

regained control of the town. are m '\treﬂzr mﬁm %ﬂ'lﬁg mﬂm m@r HTEFUT[
T, ST 37EHG G EIRT AAcjcd fohU 1T & qoil & 1T S & a1 g3

e The fighting, which occurred in Ras Kamboni, escalated tensions over a disputed
election, with Jubaland officials claiming they regained control of the town.

T FaEr 7 géasréﬁﬁmﬁa AT Y A dT1d 1 FoT T, Foraa S[ardls
FRAFNAT A grar fhar fob 3egia BT W g fAz=or ured a7 for|

SOFIA

EU states agree to full Schengen
accession for Bulgaria, Romania

e ——— U ¥T F A o,
LRI onforan & fre oot efder wdwr ¢
Gates HeAd

_ . EU Clears Bulgaria and Romania for Schengen
- . Membership

N REVTERS  E97 o e AR enfam @ e weEEar ¥ faw

EU states on Thursday cleared Bulgaria and Romania to become full  FST{ &
members of the borderless Schengen zone from the start of next h

year, officials said, following a 13-year wait for the two eastern .
European nations. Created in 1985, the Schengen zone currently ° EU states on Thursday cleared Bulgaria and

comprises 29 members. ar Romania to become full members of the borderless
Schengen zone from the start of next year, officials
said, following a 13-year wait for the two eastern European nations.

& Tl o IEAR T geaniAr 3R AT FF A Ao 85 7 Of geET I &

EU states agree to full Schengen
accession for Bulgaria, Romania
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fore #Aslt &, 7§ 0T 3erer WTer F YTATT @ o9 g1, 3R 38* «1g ar gaf I
et & forT 13 ATl &1 AR @A g3l

o Created in 1985, the Schengen zone currently comprises 29 members.

1985 & TG, T T F gadAT H 29 GSET &

S. Korea President Yoon defends
martial law, vows to ‘fight to end’

Main Opposition Democratic Party criticised the President’s televised speech as ‘extreme delusion’ and submitted a new

impeachment motion against him; authorities are investigating if Yoon and others committed rebellion or abuse of power

[PCs |
Associated Press

SEOUL

outh Korean Presi-
s dent Yoon Suk Yeol

defended his martial
law decree as an act of go-
vernance and denied re-
bellion charges, vowing on
Thursday to “fight to the
end” in response to at-
tempts to impeach him
and intensifying investiga-
tions into last week’s dra-
matic move.

The main Opposition
Democratic Party quickly
slammed Mr. Yoon’s
speech as “an expression
of extreme delusion” and
“false propaganda”. Later
on Thursday, it and other
Opposition parties submit-
ted a new impeachment

Civic uproar: Demonstrators take part in a protest calling for the

ouster of Yoon Suk Yeol outside City Hall in Seoul on Thursday. AFP

motion against Mr. Yoon
for a floor vote this wee-
kend.

The  Opposition-con-
trolled Parliament also
passed motions on Thurs-
day to impeach and sus-

pend Mr. Yoon’s police
chief and Justice Minister
over the imposition of mar-
tial law, escalating the pres-
sure on Mr. Yoon’s embat-
tled government.

Mr. Yoon’s short-lived

December 3 martial law
declaration has generated
political chaos and large
protests calling for his
ouster.

The decree brought
hundreds of armed troops
who attempted to encircle
Parliament and raid the
election commission,
though no major violence
or injuries occurred. Mar-
tial law lasted only six
hours as Mr. Yoon was
forced to lift it after the Na-
tional Assembly unani-
mously voted it down.

In a televised speech on
Thursday, Mr. Yoon, a con-
servative, said he enacted
martial law as a warning to
the liberal Democratic Par-
ty. He called the party “a
monster” and “anti-state

forces” that he said tried to
use its legislative muscle to
impeach top officials, un-
dermined the govern-
ment’s Budget Bill for next
year and sympathised with
North Korea.

Kim Min-seok, head of a
Democratic Party task
force, dismissed Mr. Yoon’s
statement as “an expres-
sion of extreme delusion”
and “a declaration of war
against the people”.

The country’s law enfor-
cement authorities are in-
vestigating whether Mr.
Yoon and others involved
in imposing martial law
committed rebellion,
abuse of power and other
crimes. A conviction for re-
bellion carries a maximum
penalty of death.

S. Korea President Yoon defends martial law, vows to
‘fight to end’

gferor FIRAT & Iseufa IoT F ATt &f w1 q=E
U HHATCT FIA HT FAA TS

Main Opposition Democratic Party criticised the President’s televised
speech as ‘extreme delusion’ and submitted a new impeachment
motion against him; authorities are investigating if Yoon and others
committed rebellion or abuse of power
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South Korean President Defends Martial Law Decree

gfaror FIRAE Tseafa o wvede & e &1 T9E fRar

Website: patrioticias.in
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South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol defended his martial law decree as an act of
governance and denied rebellion charges, vowing on Thursday to "fight to the end" in
response to attempts to impeach him and intensifying investigations into last week’s
dramatic move.

gfaror FINAE wegufer I JF DTS 39T AR Al TR T A F1H & & H
Fard fRaT 3R Faad & IHRIGT F AR §UIFAR $1 gl [ T§ "3Hd dh a5,
aifer 3o Res AT 37 W Agdaer v Hifdra 3t Ao gord & AT Few Hr
ST T HHTCl T Teh |

The main Opposition Democratic Party quickly slammed Mr. Yoon'’s speech as “an
expression of extreme delusion” and “false propaganda”.

ey el SAFRF adf & A g1 & swoT W IrcafRe sH dr dfFeafEd R S
JaR" & &9 H d1@r 3Teirder fohar|

Later on Thursday, the Opposition and other parties submitted a new impeachment
motion against Mr. Yoon for a floor vote this weekend.

AR T fauet 3R 3T Wil & N IoT & G veh 7731 AGHHANT GFard T

forar, 59 59 geaeid & Wed & ale F I@r Sen|

The Opposition-controlled Parliament also passed motions on Thursday to impeach
and suspend Mr. Yoon'’s police chief and Justice Minister over the imposition of
martial law, escalating the pressure on Mr. Yoon’s embattled government.

faeft-frafya gwe s off AR 1 gEde 9w e 3, Sas ded A T s e
Y@ 3R~ 7 AT AR of & o9 Bl & HROTAGIAANT 3R foreiaet fvar
StTeeT, o A goT & Heheded N W GaTd &6 I

Mr. Yoon’s short-lived December 3 martial law declaration has generated political
chaos and large protests calling for his ouster.

A o7 3 Raaw A w@ftreq amdear af gwon F TeEifas 3YT-gue 3 98 YA s )
Taer yediel Scdeet fohv, ToleTal 3oTeht SETEcel shr AT T 5 TG &

The decree brought hundreds of armed troops who attempted to encircle Parliament
and raid the election commission, though no major violence or injuries occurred.

SH A & dgd dast W AT 8157 970, oiegiel wog A O 3R gamE e |
BT AR 1 PR A, grevifes HS a2 Far ar A 787 3]

Martial law lasted only six hours as Mr. Yoon was forced to lift it after the National
Assembly unanimously voted it down.
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AT ol shael B8 °C deh o] @1 FiTeh AT FoT &l 58 gl & folv HsleY §lal T,
ST 2ol AT A THAT ¥ U @RS FT f2m|

e In atelevised speech on Thursday, Mr. Yoon, a conservative, said he enacted martial
law as a warning to the liberal Democratic Party.

AR I Teh Telfdoled AT &, A1 o1, ST Ueh Hagareler s &, 9 o1 fon 3egiel
AT ol 1 IGRAE SAFRE Ul I Teh TGt & & H o] fham|

o He called the party “a monster” and “anti-state forces” that he said tried to use its
legislative muscle to impeach top officials, undermined the government’s Budget Bill
for next year and sympathised with North Korea.

3eglel 39 9rél @ A 3R TSI arRd” FeT, S 3eTeh AR, 3= faurly yerra
1 3TANT ek M rftmRaEt 1 AgTfder s =g o, 3rerel drer & foT W
¥ e a1 FAeR g 3R 3w FIRET & gfa eepfa siars)

o Kim Min-seok, head of a Democratic Party task force, dismissed Mr. Yoon’s statement
as “an expression of extreme delusion” and “a declaration of war against the people”.

e e-aw, SArhies aiél & U FRiTd & 9HE, A A oA & T A IS
oA hr ifFcaferd 3R el & e geor H aivon IR e
e The country’s law enforcement authorities are investigating whether Mr. Yoon and

others involved in imposing martial law committed rebellion, abuse of power, and other
crimes.

R Y FTTT AT WITAEOT S Y W & & = & g 3R 3w foegia Aefer o
] o, 3ogiel SeTrad, AfFd FT gHUANT 3R 3T AR U

e A conviction for rebellion carries a maximum penalty of death.

Fomad & AT wRgf R AfUsd# Ala Hr o g T gl

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS




Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

What is Disease X and why the
world should prepare for it

COVID-19 is regarded as the first instance of a real Disease X. When SARS-CoV-2 emerged as an unknown pathogen causing a global pandemic, it

exemplified the scenario that Disease X was meant to represent — an unpredictable, novel threat requiring rapid global response and adaptation

S Paper lll: S&T

C. Aravinda

The story so far
he recent outbreak reported in
the first week of December
2024 in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which has
claimed over 400 lives and remains
unclassified, has raised concerns that it
could be an instance of Disease X. This
unsettling event has reignited discussions
about Disease X. Disease X is not an
actual but a hypothetical disease. The
World Health Organization (WHO) coined
the term in 2018 to describe an unknown
pathogen that could potentially unleash a
devastating epidemic or pandemic. It was
conceptualised by the WHO to prepare
for future outbreaks that are difficult to
predict or identify. While investigations
continue to determine the cause in
Congo, the outbreak underscores the
importance of Disease X.

WHO’s priority list of pathogens?
COVID-19 is widely regarded as the first
instance of a real Disease X after the WHO
introduced the concept in 2018. When
SARS-CoV-2 emerged as an unknown
pathogen causing a global pandemic, it
exemplified the scenario that Disease X
was meant to represent — an
unpredictable, novel threat requiring
rapid global response and adaptation.
The concept of Disease X traces its origins
in the aftermath of the West African Ebola
epidemic of 2014-2016, which resulted in
over 11,000 deaths and revealed
significant gaps in global epidemic
preparedness. After the outbreak, the
WHO brought together scientists and
public health experts to address how
future outbreaks of similar scale could be
prevented.

The WHO’s priority list of pathogens is
a strategic tool published in 2018 that is
designed to focus global attention and
resources on the most serious infectious
disease threats. This list identifies
diseases that have epidemic or pandemic
potential for which there are insufficient
or no medical countermeasures such as
vaccines or treatments. The need for such
a list arises from the urgency to guide
research and development, allocate
funding, and enhance preparedness. It
helps policymakers, researchers, and
health organisations prioritise efforts
toward controlling the diseases. The
current list (not exhaustive ) includes
Ebola virus disease, Marburg virus
disease, Lassa fever, Nipah virus, Rift
Valley fever, Crimean-Congo
haemorrhagic fever, Zika virus, and
Disease X. Each of these pathogens has
been flagged due to factors like high
mortality rates, potential for rapid spread,
and the lack of adequate preventive or
therapeutic options.

What is Disease X?
Disease X is not a specific illness but a
placeholder for an unpredictable and
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Swab samples being taken for a COVID-19 test. File THE HINDU

as-yet-undiscovered pathogen capable of
sparking a global health crisis. The WHO
included it in the Blueprint for Priority
Diseases in 2018 to focus on the risks of
emerging diseases that science has yet to
encounter. The term sits at the
intersection of two categories (among
four) popularised by Donald Rumsfeld’s
matrix: “known unknowns” (threats we
are aware of but cannot fully understand)
and “unknown unknowns” (threats we
are not aware of and understand). Disease
X embodies both, as it acknowledges the
likelihood of a future pandemic without
specifying when, where, or how it might
arise.

The potential culprits behind Disease X
are varied. It originates from Pathogen X,
which could be a virus, a bacterium, a
parasite, fungi, helminths, or even a prion
— a misfolded protein capable of causing
severe neurological diseases. Historical
data supports this uncertainty. Since 1940
(from where authentic records are
available), researchers have identified
more than 300 emerging infectious
diseases, about 70% of which have
zoonotic origins, meaning they are
transmitted from animals to humans. This
process, known as zoonotic spillover, is
often linked to human encroachment on
wildlife habitats, deforestation, and the
intensification of agriculture. Meanwhile,
the growing risks of antimicrobial
resistance, bioterrorism, and accidental
lab leaks add further layers of
unpredictability.

Patterns in emerging diseases

While the exact nature of Disease X
remains unknown, epidemiological
patterns provide critical insights into how
new diseases emerge and spread. The
emergence of viruses such as HIV, SARS,
MERS, and Ebola was closely linked to
ecological disruptions caused by human
activity. Deforestation, urbanisation, and
climate change have pushed humans and
wildlife into closer contact, increasing the

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

| The interconnectedness of our

localised outbreaks to escalate
into pandemics. While
epidemiology cannot predict the
exact moment or source of
Disease X, it can help identify
high-risk regions and behaviours

likelihood of pathogen transmission.
Epidemiologists estimate that over 1.7
million undiscovered viruses exist in
wildlife, with hundreds of thousands
potentially capable of infecting humans.
The frequency of novel outbreaks has also
increased significantly since the mid-20th
century, reflecting a combination of
environmental, demographic, and global
factors.

Regions with high biodiversity and
inadequate healthcare systems, like the
Congo Basin, are particularly vulnerable.
The interconnectedness of our world,
with frequent international travel and
trade, makes it easier for localised
outbreaks to escalate into pandemics, as
seen with COVID-19. While epidemiology
cannot predict the exact moment or
source of Disease X, it can help identify
high-risk regions and behaviours that
increase the likelihood of its emergence.

hosts and environments.

The sheer number of potential
pathogens adds to the complexity.
Scientists estimate that only a fraction of
viruses capable of infecting humans have
been identified, leaving a vast pool of
unknown threats. Genomic sequencing
and artificial intelligence are beginning to
play an important role in narrowing this
vast field of possibilities, but even with
these tools, predicting the exact origin,
timing, and behaviour of Disease X
remains out of reach. What is certain,
however, is that the conditions that gave
rise to pandemics like COVID-19 and SARS
continue to exist, making the emergence
of Disease X a question of when, not if.

At the heart of preparation is the need
for robust surveillance systems to detect
new outbreaks early. Advances in
genomic sequencing, artificial
intelligence, and real-time data sharing
are essential tools for developing
diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines.
Strengthening healthcare infrastructure,
particularly in low- and middle-income
countries, is also crucial. Organisations
like the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) are now
investing in “prototype pathogen”
platforms that can be adapted to target
unknown diseases within 100 days of
their identification.

Need for global collaboration
Fighting Disease X will require an
unprecedented level of international
cooperation. The WHO's ongoing efforts,
such as its list of priority pathogens and
the proposed Pandemic Treaty, aim to
foster a unified global response to health
emergencies. These initiatives recognise
that pandemics do not respect borders
and that fragmented efforts will be
insufficient to counter a threat as elusive
as Disease X. Governments must work
together to share data, pool resources,
and ensure equitable access to
diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines.
The outbreak in the DRC serves as a
sobering reminder of the risks the world
faces. Disease X is no longer a distant
hypothetical but an urgent call to action.
By strengthening public health systems,
investing in research and innovation, and
fostering global solidarity, the world can
prepare for the unpredictable and
safeguard future generations from the

Challenges of predicting Di X
Forecasting the next Disease X is
daunting, as its emergence depends on
numerous unpredictable factors.
Zoonotic diseases are the most likely
source, given their history of driving
major epidemics. However, other
scenarios, such as pathogens mutating to
evade treatment, laboratory mishaps, or
deliberate biological attacks, cannot be
ruled out. Climate change is also
reshaping disease transmission dynamics,
expanding the range of vector-borne
illnesses like malaria and dengue fever

| while pushing pathogens to adapt to new

@PATRIOTICIAS

d ing consequences of the next
pandemic. Frameworks like the Nagoya
Protocol, which ensure equitable sharing
of benefits from genetic resources, could
be expanded to include biological
materials like pathogens. It would
promote global collaboration, ensuring
fair access to research and medical
countermeasures during outbreaks. A
novel disease anywhere is a threat to
everyone.

(Dr. C. Aravinda is an academic and
public health physician. The views
expressed are personal.
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What is Disease X and why the world should prepare
for it

T wFw F41 § AR g & suF v w=t AR wen
afeT

COVID-19 is regarded as the first instance of a real Disease X. When
SARS-CoV-2 emerged as an unknown pathogen causing a global
pandemic, it exemplified the scenario that Disease X was meant to
represent — an unpredictable, novel threat requiring rapid global
response and adaptation

FIAS-19 A aEdfas W TFA FHT IgdT 3GIEI0T AAT AT &1 I
SARS-CoV-2 U& A WSTad & T & 3970, SHar aRasd Agy
e 1, df I§ 3§ IRGRT FT IgwI0r AT oA Wer v g Arear o -
TH HYARAT, 741 a0 foad fav it & dRaw gfafFrar six
IeThered $T JTaRITHAT At

Outbreak in Democratic Republic of Congo Raises Concerns of Disease X

HIA AFdIAF IORT H FHT F W X & I & AT T2

e The recent outbreak reported in the first week of December 2024 in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which has claimed over 400 lives and remains unclassified, has
raised concerns that it could be an instance of Disease X.

REET 2024 ¥ 9gal FCAE A PN dAlhdiae IVRT & RAE fFar = gifo=r
gehId, oIt 400 § 31fle avai & o o § 3R Ig 3l off sraefipar §, & g =iar
gers & 6 Tg M X 7 T 31807 &1 Hehall 2|

e This unsettling event has reignited discussions about Disease X. Disease X is not an
actual but a hypothetical disease.

ST QAT T dTell TSl o AT X & dR & TABT & T & Soq G &1 Wr X

IEATAs T8l dfedh Ush Hledfaid AL

e The World Health Organization (WHO) coined the term in 2018 to describe an
unknown pathogen that could potentially unleash a devastating epidemic or pandemic.

faeq FarEeT s (WHO) o 2018 H 38 2Ueq I QT T, [T 3642T T IHaAd
AITSTeTeh BT JUTA AT AT ST FATTAT T F Teh TAITRIART AGIHANY AT AGTHANY T
HROT &7 FohaTl Bl
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e |t was conceptualized by the WHO to prepare for future outbreaks that are difficult to
predict or identify.

30 WHO o $1ifdsq & yamai & fow oI gl & folw @ & &7 # foefaa fear
o7, St s1fasgareh a1 ggaes & FioaT ga g1

o While investigations continue to determine the cause in Congo, the outbreak
underscores the importance of Disease X.

FEN H HROT HT IdT I & o0 T IR §, Afehed 9T AT X & Agcd ' 3IAPR

T &
o WHO'’s priority list of pathogens? COVID-19 is widely regarded as the first instance of
a real Disease X after the WHO introduced the concept in 2018.

WHO &I qrafsrdr =i & Qarsieieh? COVID-19 &1 <19eh &9 § aRedfas AT X H

98T 3STEY0T ATAT ST &, oid WHO =1 2018 #H 39 37aIRom i 921 fohar am|

¢ When SARS-CoV-2 emerged as an unknown pathogen causing a global pandemic, it
exemplified the scenario that Disease X was meant to represent — an unpredictable,
novel threat requiring rapid global response and adaptation.

ST SARS-CoV-2 Teh 33T UdToledsh & T H I 3R 394 T AT AgARY r
HRUT F=1T, o Ig 38 TEATT 7 3601 Teqa el & o War X &l &gk it &
T JOR fRaAT a1 AT — T FAAT@T, AT AT ST caRd dfaeh gfafshar 31K

Iofepelel I TR ¢

e The concept of Disease X traces its origins in the aftermath of the West African Ebola
epidemic of 2014-2016, which resulted in over 11,000 deaths and revealed significant
gaps in global epidemic preparedness.

AT X AT ITYROT Y Y3 IRGHA AT Falelm HEAN & a1 €5, S 2014-2016 H
g,mﬁn,ooo#mmﬁgwmmﬁéﬂﬁﬁﬁwmw
T g3

o After thg outbreak, the WHO brought together scientists and public health experts to
address how future outbreaks of similar scale could be prevented.

JRT & d16, WHO & JTfaehl 3 Ardoiiaies Tareed fadwal & wahiad fhar arfe

Ig Iar frar ST I & g@e SHe F afasy F gyl A F9 AT ST FohaT gl

o« The WHO'’s priority list of pathogens is a strategic tool published in 2018 that is designed
to focus global attention and resources on the most serious infectious disease threats.

WHO &I Farsretant T qrafsar gt v e 39aor g, fod 2018 & genrfard
foram arar ar, ST 3egey dRaw eare 3R FarET F gew IR FhES Wi F
AU W FHigd HET gl

e This list identifies diseases that have epidemic or pandemic potential for which there are
insufficient or no medical countermeasures such as vaccines or treatments.

SH FAI A 3o Qo I YgHTel S ST § Sieleh 91 HETART AT Afeeh AGTARY
HHTGAT gicht &, Toiateh Torw Rfhear 3 S &% a1 399R 3937ed A1 3ol gid
gl

e The need for such a list arises from the urgency to guide research and development,
allocate funding, and enhance preparedness.
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ol g B 3raeashar a3, B smafea e A A see A

3T T ¥ 3cTeT Blal &l

e It helps policymakers, researchers, and health organisations prioritize efforts toward
controlling the diseases.

g Nfafaatansit, ausaist 3 TaeT @arsar o A9 H FIART = & gIrEr Hi
qrfAhdr & & Heg AT gl

e The current list (not exhaustive) includes Ebola virus disease, Marburg virus disease,
Lassa fever, Nipah virus, Rift Valley fever, Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever, Zika
virus, and Disease X.

TAT G (U7 ) 3 geeT aRRE T, AR aRRE T, AT @R, e aRe,
Roe et gar, FEfATa-Ft FARGF gar, sher ar, i dWr X afda &

o Each of these pathogens has been flagged due to factors like high mortality rates,
potential for rapid spread, and the lack of adequate preventive or therapeutic options.

goT Ycdeh JETSTeTehl ol 320 HcF &F, cad TR A FTEa, 3R gAicd Qhyma a1
RfrcdlT RFeul 1 Fel F FRoT ”ATAT Far = gl

What is Disease X?

Qo X F471 22

o Disease X is not a specific illness but a placeholder for an unpredictable and
undiscovered pathogen capable of sparking a global health crisis.

Wr X P15 AT FART F&T &, for Ig U YT A7 §, S U Jqafard 33 srana

MWreaAsF & T § S UF ANad FTaeT F&e 3cTed el DI &THAT W gl
e The WHO included it in the Blueprint for Priority Diseases in 2018 to focus on the
risks of emerging diseases that science has yet to encounter.

WHO & 3& 2018 # wraffies Qe & seffic 7 enfAer foram ar arfe 3= sf@at o earer
Fied frar a1 g S AT 380 a& I J8T 3T g

e The term sits at the intersection of two categories (among four) popularized by Donald
Rumsfeld’s matrix: “known unknowns” (threats we are aware of but cannot fully
understand) and “unknown unknowns” (threats we are not aware of and understand).

g UE, SIATes WHbhes $ ATeFH CaRT dleh T e85 & AT (IR H F) &
TART W & “AT 3eTorter” (UATRAT [Seeh IR & gH T §, ofehed QU i@ 9 FAT
8T Thdh) 3R “IrATT AT (AR S IR H g7 8l Sed 3R gHsS 8|

o Disease X embodies both, as it acknowledges the likelihood of a future pandemic
without specifying when, where, or how it might arise.

AT X GIAT FI FHATRT IAT ¢, Fifch Ig HiAST A AGHART glad I THTAT FI TARR
T &, foar I8 sdv & Fa, Fgl 91 @ Tg 3T & TohdT gl
e The potential culprits behind Disease X are varied. It originates from Pathogen X, which

could be a virus, a bacterium, a parasite, fungi, helminths, or even a prion — a
misfolded protein capable of causing severe neurological diseases.

WT X & NS Fgefad FROT [AffiesT 8 Tohd g1 I8 Wereiedsd X ¥ 3o &I T g,
ST U IR, Ueh FARAT, T qI&ia), GalY, ey, a1 Ig7 ah & U YT @1 ehdl
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& — TF ITod al § HsT g3 T ST PR A waeh v Scve e F werw
giar gl

Historical data supports this uncertainty. Since 1940 (from where authentic records are
available), researchers have identified more than 300 emerging infectious diseases,
about 70% of which have zoonotic origins, meaning they are transmitted from animals
to humans.

WAETA® 316 57 FARTAAT 1 FHAT X &1 1940 ¥ (STeT & IO Raprs
39ceY ), AMEhdr3il o 300 & 3% It dpAs NaiRar fr ggar= #r g, B &
ST 70% T AT & FAJSAT F FEOT & Haer g

This process, known as zoonotic spillover, is often linked to human encroachment on
wildlife habitats, deforestation, and the intensification of agriculture.

SH GTshaT &l Jiesd Paasitay & &0 & S ST §, 3R T§ 3 Al g@an
Teasita marat # sifawavr, gail v Uy Ferd, IR FW F IS A 3T
gl

Meanwhile, the growing risks of antimicrobial resistance, bioterrorism, and
accidental lab leaks add further layers of unpredictability.

58 drv, wdemsHifage gfady, Sa-andware, 3R vaerenear @ ghedar @iF & god
SfEd AR Afew sifafRaaar scoes &a gl

Patterns in emerging diseases

FoRcl iRt & Yoot

While the exact nature of Disease X remains unknown, epidemiological patterns
provide critical insights into how new diseases emerge and spread.

STafeh Jar X A FE Gpfa el I A1 €1 &, AR R & deat A0 ot &
3 3R e & Tl W HgcaquT S Jeld i ¢

The emergence of viruses such as HIV, SARS, MERS, and Ebola was closely linked to
ecological disruptions caused by human activity.

Tgamgdl, SARS, MERS, 3R gaYelT Si& arR@! &l 3I9RAT AlAd ATATATAT GaRT Scdesd
wETeolT fued & Ashedr @ 31 |

Deforestation, urbanization, and climate change have pushed humans and wildlife
into closer contact, increasing the likelihood of pathogen transmission.

gail $T T Fer$, ATAHFI0T, 3N Serarg IRaedar o Fgsat 3R Fogsial H 3mad
H 3H U #H o I §, Tad W FuRoT HI THGT 96 5 ¢l

Emerging Threat of Disease X

T X & IS @R
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Epidemiologists estimate that over 1.7 million undiscovered viruses exist in wildlife,
with hundreds of thousands potentially capable of infecting humans.

FEARY Rranfat 1 3gAe § 6 1.7 Rfeer @ 3@ srad ary aegsial & Al
g, O @ AFT gl Fonfaa & & FAsAT 1 HHAT FT H HaTA & Hhd B
The frequency of novel outbreaks has also increased significantly since the mid-20th
century, reflecting a combination of environmental, demographic, and global factors.
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20dt WEY & AT H AT yehdr H G A o Fgca T T g% & S TRy,
SFAaiETdy, 3T 3RTs FRST F AT I AT T

Regions with high biodiversity and inadequate healthcare systems, like the Congo
Basin, are particularly vulnerable.

3= o Rfaear ik 39y Ay d@sTer yonfedr are &, 3F F fia afe,
IV ¥ F Faca1efer g g

The interconnectedness of our world, with frequent international travel and trade,
makes it easier for localized outbreaks to escalate into pandemics, as seen with
COVID-19.

§AR gfaiar &1 Mot S[ErE, e IR-9R SRS ImEn AR S AR i & e
YRIYY T AGTHATREAT & Fcols) T 3§91l &, ST & COVID-19 & Irer ¢@r 17|

While epidemiology cannot predict the exact moment or source of Disease X, it can
help identify high-risk regions and behaviors that increase the likelihood of its
emergence.

STafoh ABTATY A A1 X & G AT I1T @ FT ATasgamoft FgF X ohdT, Ig 34-
@A &Y 3R 37 yagRT $r YgaTd T H A X ol ¢ Sl 3TP IR I
THATTAT T Fard 2

Challenges of predicting Disease X

ﬂwxaﬁraﬁwvﬁmaﬁr%ﬁlﬁﬁ
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Forecasting the next Disease X is daunting, as its emergence depends on numerous
unpredictable factors.

31Tl T X ITATAT AT hfdel B, i SHA 39T S Faafliad FRal W AW

ERGIIN
Zoonotic diseases are the most likely source, given their history of driving major
epidemics.

& A W El

However, other scenarios, such as pathogens mutating to evade treatment, laboratory
mishaps, or deliberate biological attacks, cannot be ruled out.

gralifer, 31a afged S fF Qarsieiahl &1 39aR ¥ §9«1 & fov 3caRafda g,
YARTRATAT GEEATE, I ATAGHFT ATAF §HA 1 WINST w61 [ohAT ST HehclT|
Climate change is also reshaping disease transmission dynamics, expanding the

range of vector-borne illnesses like malaria and dengue fever while pushing
pathogens to adapt to new hosts and environments.

Sterary afacier 3 Qo1 weRor A aAfafierar R @ R § @ E S o waRar
3R 97 qER S Haga-arfad ARt S FaAr w1 [FEaR #X @ 8, JafF Aerarerhi
I AT Agrarar 3 Ao & e Follod & AT AT X W@ B

The sheer number of potential pathogens adds to the complexity.

genfad Vet FT 997 TEAT 39 AfCeIdr & Fordr gl
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Scientists estimate that only a fraction of viruses capable of infecting humans have
been identified, leaving a vast pool of unknown threats.

AR 3THTST ofeTd § foh HJSAl T HPTAT e # HaTH el Teh &y aral
T ggarT B IS &, FTEH AT @Rl HT U RIS Ief ST E3M &
Genomic sequencing and artificial intelligence are beginning to play an important

role in narrowing this vast field of possibilities, but even with these tools, predicting the
exact origin, timing, and behavior of Disease X remains out of reach.

SANfAF regwaror IR FRA qeftwar s e deraanst & & wF dpRd v A7
Fgcaqut fAeH e w & AfheT 3o 3uaoll & @y o, Wr X & ¥dF 3cqf, gAY
3R FEER 1 Aigsgalt =T 89T gl

What is certain, however, is that the conditions that gave rise to pandemics like

COVID-19 and SARS continue to exist, making the emergence of Disease X a question
of when, not if.

grolifer, I8 AfRaa & & COVID-19 3 SARS Y ARG & 3¢ & &RuT feufaar
¥ o Hisg & TTEA AT X T 3HIAT el T Halol &, FAT 761 |

Preparation for Disease X

AT X & e Sl

At the heart of preparation is the need for robust surveillance systems to detect new
outbreaks early.

IR & e A Aoy AR yonfaat Hr maeasdr § arfe AU Gt #T Seg g
ol Heh|

Advances in genomic sequencing, artificial intelligence, and real-time data sharing
are essential tools for developing diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines.

AfAF regweror, FRF qeftwen, 3R Raea-asa 3o aeied d wifa darfas oo,
3TAR IR APl & [eE & T 3maTs 39T &l

Strengthening healthcare infrastructure, particularly in low- and middle-income
countries, is also crucial.

AL SEHTA AW Sl ATl datl, faRIY & foreer 3R Aewer iy amar i
#, off Hgcaqef |
Organisations like the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) are

now investing in “prototype pathogen” platforms that can be adapted to target unknown
diseases within 100 days of their identification.

FAeA Y AaERY F AT TS§UT (CEPI) SR T93eT 39 “NeeBT (e
Colew#Ar H g X | §, Oieg 100 R & IR g & 91 37aATd Saar &r
afeld #el & faT i fhar o dwdar g

Need for global collaboration

ART®w AT A 3T Far
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o Fighting Disease X will require an unprecedented level of international cooperation.
W X T8 & T HATSET Tgaer o JAREARONT TR I a2gehdr gief|

e The WHO’s ongoing efforts, such as its list of priority pathogens and the proposed
Pandemic Treaty, aim to foster a unified global response to health emergencies.

WHO & 9rifes ettt 1 it 3R JEaiiad #gmn §fer S ool @ w4t &
3egRy Fareey It Rufaat & fov veheje afRas gfafkar @i serar & &

o These initiatives recognise that pandemics do not respect borders and that fragmented
efforts will be insufficient to counter a threat as elusive as Disease X.

¥ ggel A § o AEERET st 1 TFA A8 AR AR STl g5 g 4w X
S IR R ¥ AU & faw e gl

e Governments must work together to share data, pool resources, and ensure equitable
access to diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines.

THRT I 32T IS T, G I TehT ey 3R Agifers qieor, TR, 3T =)
T A I§9 AR H & AT TR FT FH AT g9

e The outbreak in the DRC serves as a sobering reminder of the risks the world faces.
DRC & YohiT gfelar & |IH= 3=l aTel SHTE#AT &l Teh a8k 3TEaAe ¢l

o Disease X is no longer a distant hypothetical but an urgent call to action.
MW X 379 Ueh GIEYT FToufaF 761 & dlodh dedblel harael T 3Mear o

e By strengthening public health systems, investing in research and innovation, and
fostering global solidarity, the world can prepare for the unpredictable and safeguard
future generations from the devastating consequences of the next pandemic.

AT FAELT Yonfadl &l Holed a¥eh, FJHYTT IR qaER A f@aer a3, 3R
afRgs THIear I ToTar S, g1 HYATRIT & fAuea & v R g devcll §
3R 3 ATl AR & femerery aRuAT @ sfasy ffedt i @ F Fdhdr g

o Frameworks like the Nagoya Protocol, which ensure equitable sharing of benefits from
genetic resources, could be expanded to include biological materials like pathogens.

AT WIS oI G, ST HTJafAF WA @ o1 & FAGT TAeROT 1 GiATRed
A ¢, Io¢ AfaF AT S Qerererah! 1 AAA el & fov faearRa far s depar
gl

o It would promote global collaboration, ensuring fair access to research and medical
countermeasures during outbreaks.

Ig dRgeh WA Sl FerdT &I, Fepldl & aRTeT ITHeTeT iR RfFcar FEead dh
AT 9T GARTT H|
e A novel disease anywhere is a threat to everyone.

Hel 8 T o1 AT T & T @R
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Sweetened drinks ‘increase risk of cardiovascular diseases’

R. Sujatha GS Paper lll: S&T

large-scale study in Sweden has
A suggested that consuming

sweetened drinks significantly
increases the risk of serious
cardiovascular disease. An occasional
treat is acceptable, though, the study has
added.

Researchers studying the effects of the
consumption of different types of sugar on
health risks have found that generally
higher sugar intake raises the risk of
certain cardiovascular diseases. Sugary
drinks in particular carry higher risks.
Extremely low sugar consumption is also
associated with poorer cardiovascular
health. The study indicated that the lowest
risks of cardiovascular diseases were
found among people who ate occasional
treats. The scientists advocate avoiding
fizzy drinks, since such beverages have
excessive added sugar that can increase
the risk of stroke or aneurysm, heart
failure, and atrial fibrillation.

Source of the sugar

“The most striking finding from our study
is the divergent relationship between
different sources of added sugar and
cardiovascular disease risk,” said Suzanne
Janzi, PhD candidate at Lund University
and corresponding author of the article in
Frontiers in Public Health. “This surprising
contrast highlights the importance of
considering not just the amount of sugar
consumed, but its source and context,”
Ms. Janzi said.

The lowest risks of cardiovascular diseases
were found among people who ate occasional
treats. GETTY IMAGES

The scientists collected data from two
other studies : the Swedish
Mammography Cohort and the Cohort of
Swedish Men, which included diet
questionnaires administered in 1997 and
2009, allowing for monitoring
participants’ diets over time.

They looked at three classes of sugar
consumption — toppings such as honey, a
pastry as a treat, or sweetened beverages
such as fizzy drinks — and seven
cardiovascular diseases: two different
types of stroke, heart attacks, heart
failure, aortic aneurysms, atrial
fibrillation, and aortic stenosis.

The participants were monitored until
they died, were diagnosed with one of the
cardiovascular diseases, or reached the
end of the follow-up period in 2019. The

research found that during the study
period, 25,739 participants were
diagnosed with a cardiovascular disease.

Sweet drinks increase risk

The data helped to break down how the
different types of sugar intake affect the
risk of different cardiovascular diseases.
The analysis showed that consuming more
sweetened drinks significantly increased
the risk of ischaemic stroke, heart failure,
atrial fibrillation, and abdominal aortic
aneurysm.

“Liquid sugars found in sweetened
beverages make you feel less full,
potentially leading to overconsumption,”
Ms. Janzi said.

Different cardiovascular diseases were
affected differently by increased sugar
intake, possibly because consuming
additional sugar affected participants’
individual risk profiles differently.
Increased sugar in general raised the risk
of ischaemic stroke and abdominal aortic
aneurysm, as well as increasing the risk of
heart failure in participants with a normal
BMI. However, the highest risks of a
negative health outcome arose in the
lowest intake category for treats.
Occasional treats were associated with
better outcomes than no treats at all.

Low intake not beneficial

“While our observational study cannot
establish causation, these findings suggest
that extremely low sugar intake may not
be necessary or beneficial for
cardiovascular health,” she added.

In India, the study resonates with our
food habits, which include a large
consumption of sweets and
carbohydrates. “Carbohydrates are not
inherently harmful. One should pay
attention to the type and the amount
consumed, which can increase the risk of
heart disease,” said G. Sengottuvelu,
clinical lead, Structural Heart Disease
Programme at Apollo Hospitals.

“Excess carbohydrates in the form of
sugars and refined carbs may be more
harmful than dietary fats. Added sugars,
sugary beverages, or processed foods can
contribute to obesity and metabolic
syndrome, which is linked with insulin
resistance, high triglycerides, and low
HDL (good cholesterol),” he added.

They are associated with increased
visceral fat deposition and accelerated
atherosclerosis. Insulin resistance causes
systemic inflammation with progression of
plaque formation, the specialist explained.

Government Omandurar Multi Super
Speciality Hospital dietician Meenakshi
Bajaj said though the Indian dietary
guidelines limit added sugars to 10% of the
daily energy requirement, some dieticians
recommend stricter restrictions given
Indians’ disposition to metabolic diseases.
“Traditional Indian sweets contain not just
sugars but also nuts, milk, seeds, trans
fats, and saturated fats that prevent
overconsumption, but this is not so with
sugar-sweetened beverages. They could be
replaced with herb infused water, tender
coconuts, and fresh unsweetened
home-made juices,” she added.

Sweetened drinks ‘increase risk of cardiovascular

diseases’

HS 97 yerat @ gex wath fHAiaY &1 @awr dear &

Study on the Consumption of Sugar and Cardiovascular Diseases

At & Vg 3R T A9 W reaTaT

e The scientists collected data from two other studies: the Swedish Mammography
Cohort and the Cohort of Swedish Men, which included diet questionnaires
administered in 1997 and 2009, allowing for monitoring participants’ diets over time.

danfeAent oF aT 3w FETTAT F 3¢T Thd fonaT: Tf3er ARNmdr Figre 3R w&hifzer
qesl FT FIEIE, fSeTe 1997 3R 2009 & feT 7T IER yearaeh A o, fSed worg
F gy gfamfFat & 3meR A [erEr fr S g

e They looked at three classes of sugar consumption — toppings such as honey, a pastry
as a treat, or sweetened beverages such as fizzy drinks — and seven cardiovascular
diseases: two different types of stroke, heart attacks, heart failure, aortic aneurysms,
atrial fibrillation, and aortic stenosis.
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o The participants were monitored until they died, were diagnosed with one of the
cardiovascular diseases, or reached the end of the follow-up period in 2019.

iy T IR a9 de T 7S J9 dF J JAGT A AT, TET WM H F Th o
ferfele el &1 1T, AT 2019 H AT HATT F T T AT Ggd AT

o Alarge-scale study in Sweden has suggested that consuming sweetened drinks
significantly increases the risk of serious cardiovascular disease.

A U 93 YA W 3yl & goAd Gar § foh A 97 veryi 1 daa i}
ged WAt & SfEH T Agcaqol &7 & FeraT &

e An occasional treat is acceptable, though, the study has added.
gTelitep, 37eTTT & Ig o Ner = § 5 F-F3R Ao dar T B
o Researchers studying the effects of the consumption of different types of sugar on

health risks have found that generally higher sugar intake raises the risk of certain
cardiovascular diseases.

eerhar3tt & 9T o RAffea ger Y el F Jaa7 F ey AHf@ar w eagsT
Wg@a‘s’mmqﬁml%Hmler:m?ﬁ?ﬁaﬂ@aﬂ@Wﬂ?ﬁ%Gﬂ@H

&Y T &

e Sugary drinks in particular carry higher risks.
oy &7 aAS 9 ygrt A 379 Af@F g £l

o Extremely low sugar consumption is also associated with poorer cardiovascular health.
ARk FA Pl F1 Qoo o TS ga FRLT A ST §37 B

e The study indicated that the lowest risks of cardiovascular diseases were found among
people who ate occasional treats.

YA H Ig Hohd AT IAT b g W &l FIW A SNQ@A 37 T H 9rar a=w
Segiel HeM-HaR Ao Tl

e The scientists advocate avoiding fizzy drinks, since such beverages have excessive
added sugar that can increase the risk of stroke or aneurysm, heart failure, and atrial
fibrillation.

daferer fhslt 3% & gg=r & darg oo g, Fifh T 9 qerdf # srcafas andr a8
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Source of the sugar

CICi R G

e “The most striking finding from our study is the divergent relationship between different
sources of added sugar and cardiovascular disease risk,” said Suzanne Janzi, PhD
candidate at Lund University and corresponding author of the article in Frontiers in
Public Health.
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e “This surprising contrast highlights the importance of considering not just the amount of
sugar consumed, but its source and context,” Ms. Janzi said.

“Ig dihlel aTell 3R g YWiThd AT & fh el At Y AT A & 18T, Sfoh 3TF
o 3T FEIT Fr o euT F [@eN e Agcaqur 8, AT Setelt o Fel

e Research found that during the study period, 25,739 participants were diagnosed with a
cardiovascular disease.

g H grar IR TR 3reda 3afy & g, 25,739 wfasnfaat o ggF Qo1 Fr g
g3T|

Sweet Drinks Increase Risk

;S 97 gerat & AW Fear §

e The data helped to break down how the different types of sugar intake affect the risk of
different cardiovascular diseases.

3T of I [T F H Ace fT fF [AfFeT dhR & ol Faer Fa [ g
Qo & ANfRA Fr ganfaad Fa gl

e The analysis showed that consuming more sweetened drinks significantly increased
the risk of ischemic stroke, heart failure, atrial fibrillation, and abdominal aortic
aneurysm.

%&Wﬂu@mgw%mmwmmmmw,m
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o “Liquid sugars found in sweetened beverages make you feel less full, potentially
leading to overconsumption,” Ms. Janzi said.

‘S 9T qerEi A U S aTel el AT 3T he HJSC HGHH Hd ¢, o
38F AT 8 ThaT g,” AFAN STTASH o Hgl|

o Different cardiovascular diseases were affected differently by increased sugar intake,
possibly because consuming additional sugar affected participants’ individual risk
profiles differently.

Hell FaT & e ¥ A g WM T I7e@T-37eleT T U3, HHAT: Fifh
JfaRed A &1 daa gfasnFat S safFderd AT RS B 3TAIT-37e9T dlish T
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e Increased sugar in general raised the risk of ischemic stroke and abdominal aortic
aneurysm, as well as increasing the risk of heart failure in participants with a normal
BMI.

AT &9 F T g5 Dol guHiaAs T IR vefarer w3iifés whifasa & shfas
&I gl &, A & WA= NeA3nS aror wfasnfadt 7 g Awadr & @A Fr of
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¢ However, the highest risks of a negative health outcome arose in the lowest intake
category for treats.
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Occasional treats were associated with better outcomes than no treats at all.
F-FHR Ao 1 Ao 9T fASIE & AT A1 Jobal & dgck TROTAT § 3T g3
T

Low Intake Not Beneficial
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“While our observational study cannot establish causation, these findings suggest that
extremely low sugar intake may not be necessary or beneficial for cardiovascular
health,” she added.

gTolifoh §ART AclhellcHS TETTeT HRU-HEY TATAT Tal X Tehdl, T Ashy Ig
gSI1d & & 1o 3rcafees A el 1 Aol gaT FRET & ToIU AT AT elrevehily

el g1 Tehdl,” 3ol SlIST|
In India, the study resonates with our food habits, which include a large consumption of
sweets and carbohydrates.

AR &, TE YA §AR Wi IHedl § AT Tiell ¢, Toras! frerdal 3k wefersdew &
3T Jaa AT

“Carbohydrates are not inherently harmful. One should pay attention to the type and
the amount consumed, which can increase the risk of heart disease,” said G.
Sengottuvelu, clinical lead, Structural Heart Disease Programme at Apollo
Hospitals.

“FHIETGISICH TATHIASh T T EAhReh oTal gid| SATFT T YR 3R AT R &A1 ST
IR, Fifh TE TG T & SNEH T d¢1 Fhell §,” FeT o, Fagae o, S warar
IHEqAT H IAATCHF TG NN FEFHA & [Folfdshel ol g1

“Excess carbohydrates in the form of sugars and refined carbs may be more harmful
than dietary fats. Added sugars, sugary beverages, or processed foods can contribute

to obesity and metabolic syndrome, which is linked with insulin resistance, high
triglycerides, and low HDL (good cholesterol),” he added.

‘el R IRSFT FrEfeEIed & &7 A At FEfFEITH IJER a@ & Jolell H
R gifdere g Heavd &1 S 7§ D, AS 97 e, AT JHERT Wi gerd
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They are associated with increased visceral fat deposition and accelerated
atherosclerosis.

¥ st 6T AT 3R TR % T @ ¥ 3 gv #

Insulin resistance causes systemic inflammation with progression of plague formation,
the specialist explained.
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e Government Omandurar Multi Super Speciality Hospital dietician Meenakshi Bajaj
said though the Indian dietary guidelines limit added sugars to 10% of the daily energy
requirement, some dieticians recommend stricter restrictions given Indians’ disposition to
metabolic diseases.

TR 3AGT A Fu¥ FAATAE 3reqarer 1 3R faQwer damaft sorer 2 wgr &

gleiifeh SR 3MeR fenfader gt 15 efr Y 10% b AT I &, T 3R

farssr el & Ao Wt & gfd ygiy 1 2@d gU HS Fiaey i Felg ad &
o “Traditional Indian sweets contain not just sugars but also nuts, milk, seeds, trans

fats, and saturated fats that prevent overconsumption, but this is not so with sugar-
sweetened beverages.

“aRaRe STREY freTéat 3 e et w1, Sfeh aran, g, drer, 2 T, 3N Hae
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e They could be replaced with herb-infused water, tender coconuts, and fresh
unsweetened homemade juices, she added.
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